Bauchi State of Nigeria
Inventory of Immovable Cultural Heritage

February 2004

School of Environmental Technology
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University, Bauchi
National Commission for Museums and Monuments, Nigeria
Bauchi State Ministry of Tourism and Culture

AFRICA 2009 is a Programme of the
African cultural heritage organizations and

Photographs on cover
Clockwise : Detail of vault, Babban Gwani, Kafin Madaki; entrance door, Babban Gwani, Kafin Madaki; Tafawa
Balewa hill; entrance to Dutsen Jabadin-Katanga cave; detail of vaulted roof, Bauchi State Museum; Marshall caves,
Karofi well; pond on top of Sardani Hill .

School of Environmental Technology, ATBU, Bauchi
National Commission for Museums and Monuments, Nigeria
Bauchi State Ministry of Tourism and Culture
Africa 2009

Bauchi State of Nigeria
Inventory of Immovable Cultural Heritage

Final report
February 2004
Compilation and editing by
Ishanlosen ODIAUA and Leticia DELBOY
under the direction of
Joseph EBOREIME, NCMM
Thierry JOFFROY, CRATerre-EAG
An in-situ project of the AFRICA 2009 programme
_____________________________________
AFRICA 2009 is a Programme of the
African cultural heritage organizations and

List of inventory team members
This document is the result of fieldwork and data collection carried out by a multidisciplinary team that
toured the entire State. The team members are presented below.
INVENTORY TEAM
1

ADAMU Mu'azu Yemu

Assistant Chief Tourism Officer
Bauchi State Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Nigeria

2

YAKUBU Yunusa

Building Engineer
Bauchi, Nigeria

3

HASSAN Ibrahim Tanimu

Chief Cultural Affairs Officer
Bauchi State Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Nigeria

4

BASHIR Usman Mohammed

Lecturer
Architecture Programme
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University, Bauchi, Nigeria

5

DELBOY Leticia

Architect
CRATerre-EAG, Grenoble, France

6

AHMED Muktari Kwari

Lecturer
Land Surveying Programme
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University, Bauchi, Nigeria

7

ODIAUA Ishanlosen

Lecturer
Architecture Programme
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University, Bauchi, Nigeria

SUPPORT STAFF
8

SULEIMAN Aliyu

Tourism Officer (in charge of video recording)
Bauchi State Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Nigeria

9

YASHI Adamu

Senior Driver
Bauchi State Government House, Bauchi, Nigeria

10

HASSAN Malami Saleh

Senior Driver
Bauchi State Ministry of Commerce, Nigeria

11

SAMMAKO Nehemiah Molmol

Photgrapher
Bauchi State Ministry of Information, Nigeria

BAUCHI INVENTORY - IMMOVABLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
February 2004

Table of contents
Page 1
Page 2
Page 3
Page 5
Page 6

Acknowledgements
Foreword
Introduction
Location of the State of Bauchi
Location of inventoried sites and monuments in Bauchi State

Sites and Monuments
ALKALERI

page 7

BAUCHI

page 16

Kogi Biyeli
Giginya-Ganji
Yankari National Park
Ampara Iron Smelting Site
Marshall Caves

Babban Gwani, Fadan Bauchi
Gidan Galadiman Bauchi
Tsohon Massalaci
Bauchi State Museum
Tomb of Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa
Bauchi City Wall

BOGORO
page 24
Tomb of Baba Gonto
Dutsen Lusa
Perfect Memorial Secondary School

DAMBAM
page 28
Dambal well
Madafin Abinci Gidan Sarki
Tsohon Beni (Allaramma)
Ruwan Diya

DARAZO
Dutsen Sardani
Rijiyan Karofi

page 33

DASS
page 36
Tsohon Fadan Dass
Masalacin Tsohon Fadan Dass
Dutsen Jakiri

GANJUWA
page 40
Babban Gwani, Gidan Madaki

GIADE
Rijiyan Jamu

ITAS-GADAU
page 45
Old European settlement

KATAGUM
page 47
Tomb of Mallam Lawan

KIRFI

page 49

Kirfin Sama
Rijiyan Kafin Maigari
NINGI
Tsofon Ningi
Dutsen Zaru

page 59

SHIRA
Ruwan Kirshi
Shira rock painting

page 62

TORO
Geji Rock Painting
Panshanu Stone Heap
Teacher’s College, Toro

page 70

ZAKI
page 79
Tomb of late Mallam Zaki

ANNEXES

MISAU

page 43

page 53

Ruwan Bunguru
Ruwan Maladumba
Rijiyan Ajongo
Tree caves
Dutsen Beti
TAFAWA BALEWA
page 65
Soron Gidan Hakimin Lere
Soron Gidan Mai Ungwan Tafare
Tafawa Balewa
Gidan Hakimi
WARJI
page 75
Dutsen Jabadin-Katanga
Pachara Gla Suna
Eklesiyar ECWA, Katanga

Page 81

BAUCHI INVENTORY - IMMOVABLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
February 2004

Acknowledgements
This work has been made possible by an International partnership.
The work was initiated by the Bauchi State Government, through its Ministry of Culture and Tourism.
Technical support was provided by the International Centre for Earth Construction Technology, School of
Architecture, Grenoble, France (CRATerre-EAG) and the School of Environmental Technology, Abubakar
Tafawa Balewa University, Bauchi.
Financial support was provided by the AFRICA 2009 organisation, a partnership between African heritage institutions, the ICCROM, International Centre for Study of the Preservation and Restoration of
Cultural Property, the World Heritage Centre of UNESCO and CRATerre-EAG. Financial support for
AFRICA 2009 is provided by the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA), the Norwegian
Royal Agency for Development (NORAD), the World Heritage Fund, and the Ministries of Foreign
Affairs of Italy and Finland .
The French Embassy in Nigeria provided initial support for the ATBU/CRATerre-EAG partnership, which
marked the beginning of capacity development in various fields, incluiding cultural heritage. This support
has been continuous and encouraging.
Acknowledgements also go to the following:
(i)

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)
in
(v)

(vi)
(vii)
(viii)
(ix)
(x)
(xi)

The Executive Governor of Bauchi state, His Excellency, Alhaji (Dr) Ahmadu Adamu Mu'azu,
who ensured that every machinery of State was made available for the successful completion of
the exercice;
The Director-General, National Commission for Museums and Monuments, Dr (Chief)
Omotoso Eluyemi; the Director of Monuments, Heritage and Sites, Dr Joseph Eboreime for
their full, unlimited support;
The Honourable Commissioner of Tourism and Culture, Bauchi State, Alhaji Mohammed A.
Yahaya;
The Chairmen, Caretaker committees and Secretaries of the twenty local government councils
the State; for their hospitality and varied assistance to ensure the success of the team's work;
Their Royal Highnesses, the Emirs of Bauchi, Katagum, Misau, Ja'amare, Ningi, and Dass for
their fatherly support and making it possible for the inventory team to have unlimited access in
their various domains. To all the district, village and ward heads who provided necessary
information on the heritage in their domains, thank you;
The Director of Culture, Bauchi State, Alhaji Sa'adu Bawa, the Acting General Manager of
Tourism, Alhaji Mohammed Mijinyawa;
The Vice Chancellor, Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University, Prof. Abubakar Sani Sambo and the
entire staff of the University;
The Director and staff of the FMEnv/ZERI Centre, Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University;
Bauchi;
The management of the Yankari National Park for their co-operation and availability to take the
team round the Park and its environs;
The Savannah Monitor, a non-governmental organisation in the field of environmental issues,
in Bauchi State;
Most importantly, to all the good people of Bauchi State for their willingness to share with the
team their rich cultural heritage, their wholehearted and unstinting hospitality. Without you,
this work would never be. Thank you very much.
BAUCHI INVENTORY - IMMOVABLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
February 2004

1

Foreword
The Bauchi Inventory Project was initiated by the Bauchi state government and supported by various partners. The
major financial and technical support came from the AFRICA 2009 organisation, a joint programme of the World
Heritage Centre of UNESCO, ICCROM and CRATerre-EAG, France. Other support was provided by the National
Commission for Museums and Monuments, the Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University, Bauchi as well as other stakeholders.

The initiation of this project comes at a time when the central, federal, government of Nigeria is emphasising on the
diversification of the hitherto oil-based economy. The recognition, by the Bauchi state government, of the need to
harness its heritage potentials for tourism purposes is thus part of this new aspiration to seek alternative sources of
revenue generation in order to address poverty and growing unemployment amongst the youths.

The point of departure for the project was the classical viewpoint in which there was a clear cut definition of what
heritage sites were. However the participatory approach with local communities in the state led to a review from this
position. In adopting a participatory approach, the general idea was to allow the local communities have a say in what
they considered to be their own heritage. This approach generated a lot of interesting responses and the reader should
not be surprised at the fact that within the body of this work, there are quite a number of dug-out water wells cited as
heritage sites. This is because the indigenous communities, in most cases, linked the founding of their settlements to
the inception of these wells. This should not come as a surprise when one considers the geographical reality of the dry
Sahelian region, within which Bauchi state is located.

This also leads to the question, which has trailed professionals in the emerging field of heritage management, as to
"who defines heritage?" The local community which has created and lived with this reality? The outsider who comes
with his 'expertise'? The commercial prospector whose focus is that of exploitation of a tourist market?

Whatever the answers may be, it is imperative that we should not forget that, in this age of sustainable development,
the practice of heritage management and tourism for its own sake would be futile without the involvement of the local
community to whom the heritage belongs in the first place. It is only by so doing that the traditional practices of conservation and management can be brought to bear on the preservation of these sites on a sustainable basis.

It is hoped that this final document, the result of an international partnership, field work, and several months of
compilation, will be of use to a wide scope of users. Primarily, to the Bauchi State government, in its quest to better
harness its heritage potentials for cultural tourism development. Potential investors in the field of tourism will find
this document as a resource base on what they could invest their money on, while researchers will find in it a general
guide to locating sites of archaeological, architectural and anthropological interests.

Dr O. J. Eboreime
Director, Monuments, Heritage and Sites
National Commission for Museums and Monuments

Nigeria

BAUCHI INVENTORY - IMMOVABLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
February 2004

2

Introduction
This compilation is the result of an Inventory Study of Immovable Cultural Heritage in Bauchi State and
was organized within the framework of the Africa 2009 programme.
This actualisation of the project was carried out through a partnership between the AFRICA 2009, the
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University, (ATBU) Bauchi, the CRATerre-EAG, France, and the National
Commission for Museums and Monuments, Nigeria, in collaboration with local partners: the Bauchi State
Ministry of Tourism and Culture, the FMEnv/ZERI Research Centre, ATBU, and the Savannah Monitor,
an NGO in the area of environmental issues.

This Study was carried out with the following objectives:
-

To contribute to the valorization and preservation of traditional expertise and cultural property
within the built and natural environments in Bauchi State.

-

To create awareness for the general public regarding the importance of cultural identity in
general and immovable cultural heritage in particular.

-

To reinforce links between institutions in view of the training of professionals in the fields of
conservation and sustainable development.

-

To establish the foundations of a database of immovable cultural heritage in Bauchi State, a
necessary step for future conservation projects as well as a base to provide development
opportunities within the fields of culture and tourism.

Background to the Bauchi Inventory Project
The project was initiated by the Bauchi State government, through its Ministry for Tourism and Culture.
Advantage was taken of an existing cooperation between the Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University,
Bauchi, and the International Centre for Earth Construction, CRATerre-EAG, France, in the field of earth
construction. CRATerre - EAG is a member of the AFRICA 2009 network. The purpose of the study was
the identification of cultural property in the State with a view to exploiting it for the use of tousrism. The
National Commission for Museums and Monuments, statutorily charged with the management of heritage
in Nigeria, was the supervisory body.
The School of Environmental Technology of the Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University, Bauchi, has
previously undertaken initial studies in built heritage and the possible use of earth materials in the
development of contemporary building solutions.
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Activities carried out
Preparatory to the field work, ancillary activities of public sensitisation and mobilisation in the area of
cultural heritage were carried out. These included the following:
A Sensitization and Stakeholders' Workshop on Immovable Cultural Heritage in Bauchi State
took place from the 11th to 12th of August, 2003 at the Zaranda hotel, Bauchi. Stakeholders present at the
occasion included representatives of the State government, traditional institutions in the state and local
partners. There was also an intensive session for tourism and cultural representatives from each of the 20
Local Government Councils in the State. This workshop was conducted by Dr. Joseph Eboreime, Director,
Sites and Monuments, of the National Commission for Museums and Monuments. This was concluded by
an identification of cultural sites in each of the Local Governmant Areas as well as a preliminary planning
session of the inventory trail.
An intensive training workshop for the team of field workers took place between the 13th and the
15th of August. The team was composed by three staff members and one student from ATBU, Bauchi, two
representatives from the Bauchi State Ministry of Culture and Tourism, and one intern from EAG, France.
Principles of inventory work were discussed, and the manipulation of site equipment was introduced
through practical work. The inventory trail was planned and duties were assigned to each team member.
An inventory form was designed for this particular inventory.

Field work
The second phase of the project was a 23-day field-trip, which began on the 18th of August. The
inventory team traveled to all twenty Local Governments in Bauchi State. Upon arrival to each Local
Government, the team met with the Local Government's Cultural Officer, and decisions were made on
which sites and monuments to visit. A number of the identified sites were visited and are documented
in this brochure. Some other sites could not be approached mainly as a result of the inclement weather
conditions.
Preliminary compilation of data
A first draft of the document was made, in which gaps were identified. These gaps were noted, and formed
the basis of further field work carried out in December.
Complimentary field work
In December 2003, another field exercise was carried out, with a reduced team of 5 members. This team
included an archaeologist from the National Museum Jos, Mr Olayinka Makinde. The sites visited were
the Ampara Iron smelting site and the Marshall caves at the Yankari National Park. These sites had been
inaccessible, because of the rains, during the previous exercise. The gaps noted from the preliminary
compilation of data were also sorted out by searching for the necessary information.
Documentary Compilation
The final compilation of the information gathered on the field was done at CRATerre - EAG. This also
included the writing of a project report.
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Location of the State of Bauchi
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Location of inventoried sites and monuments in Bauchi State
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1. Kogi Biyeli

16. Dutsen Sardani

31. Dutsen Beti

2. Giginya-Ganji
3. Babban Gwani1
4. Gidan Galadiman Bauchi
5. Tsohon Massalaci
6. Bauchi State Museum
7. Tomb of A.T.B.
8. Bauchi wall
9. Tomb of Baba Gonto
10. Dutsen Lusa
11. Perfect Memorial Sec. School
12. Dambal well
13. Madafin Abinci Gidan Sarki
14. Tsohon Beni
15. Ruwan Diya

17. Rijiyan Karofi
18. Tsohon Fadan Dass
19. Masalacin Tsohon Fadan Dass
20. Dutsen Jakiri
21. Babban Gwani, Gidan Madaki
22. Rijiyan Jamu
23. Old European Settlement
24. Tomb of Mallam Lawan
25. Kirfin Sama
26. Rijiyan Kafin Maigari
27. Ruwan Bunguru
28..Ruwan Maladumba
29. Rijiyan Ajongo
30. Tree Caves

32. Tsofon Ningi
33. Dutsen Zaru
34. Ruwan Kirshi
35. Shira rock painting
36. Soron Gidan Hakimin Lere
37. Soron Gidan Mai Ungwan Tafare
38. Tafawa Balewa
39. Gidan Hakimi
40. Geji rock painting
41. Panshanu Stone Heap
42. Teacher’s College, Toro
43. Dutsen Jabadin-Katanga
44. Pachara Gla Suna
45. Eklesiyar ECWA, Katanga
46. Tomb of late Mallam Zaki
47. Ampara Iron Smelting Site
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ALKALERI

Miracle tree
Kogi Biyeli

Marshall caves
Ampara Iron Smelting Site
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Kogi Biyeli
Other name

Biyeli Stream

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Gar
Gar Ward
Alkaleri
N10° 03.985', E10° 15.970'

Status
Ownership, management

Communal
Gar Community, Alkaleri LGA

Nature
Function or use

Natural site
Active, visitable

Site:
Topography
Nature
Type of Vegetation

Rocky area
River valley with flowing stream
Sparse

Significance and Values

People washing clothes

The site carries the memory of a
heroic deed. The stream is highly
valued by the community as a
year-round source of fresh water

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
During the wars between the Gars and the Fulanis, the Gar
chief jumped on horseback from one end of the rocky bank
to the other. While jumping, the horse's hoof prints were left
behind on the rocks. These have been since weathered by time.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Good
Natural

Reference code : BAST/ALK/GARW/001

See annex 1
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Kogi Biyeli

Rock textures

People preparing to take a bath

Reference code : BAST/ALK/GARW/001

See annex 1
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Giginya-Ganji
Other name

Miracle Tree

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Guma Village
Guma Ward
Alkaleri
N10° 13.722', E 10°08. 917'

Status

Public

Nature
Function or use

Single, free-standing tree which has
fallen down
Non active, visitable

Site:
Topography

Flat

Significance and Values

The tree was regarded as
miraculous because it was
two trees growing in one.
Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
The bark of the palm tree was believed to increase the
fertility rate of cattle. Local Fulani herdsmen were
known to scrape off the bark and mix it with the feed
given to their livestock.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Bad
Constant bark scraping weakened
the palm tree, thus leading to its
eventual fall.

The head of the palm tree has fallen on the road

Reference code : BAST/ALK/GMAW/001
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Yankari National Park
Background Information
Yankari national park is an area of 2244.10 km², located between latitudes 9° 35' and 10° 05'N and longitudes 9° 50'
and 10° 50' E. the whole of the area is within Duguri, Pali and Gwana districts of Alkaleri Local government Area of
Bauchi state.
Infrastructural development in the form of buildings and jeep tracks construction commenced immediately after the
area was legally constituted as a Game Reserve in 1956 by the defunct Northern Nigerian government. On the 1st of
December, 1962 the Game Reserve was declared open to tourists for game viewing.
At the creation of States in 1967, Yankari Game Reserve was managed by the North-Eastern state government. Further
creation of states in 1976 brought the management of the Game Reserve to the Bauchi State government.
In order to enhance the effective management of the Game Reserve, the Bauchi State government formed the Wildlife
and Hotels Board in 1977. In 1984 the Yankari Game Reserve and tourism Company was created.
Following the creation of six National Parks nationwide, by Decree 36 of 1991, the status of Yankari Game Reserve
was uplifted.
Today, Yankari National Park is managed by the Yankari National Park Management Committee, a committee of the
Nigerian National Parks board, which is a parastatal of the Federal ministry of Agriculture.
WATERSHEDS AND DRAINAGE PATTERNS
There is one watershed in the Yankari National Park, that of the Gaji river and its tributaries. The Reserve is like a
basin with almost all streams flowing towards the Yashi or Gaji rivers in the centre. In the south west of the Park, a few
streams flow southward into the Yuli. The Yuli flows eastward to join the Gaji river. The basin is opentoward the south
from whence the Gaji exists in the Park.
CLIMATE AND WEATHER
The Park lies within the Sudan Savannah Zone of West Africa. The 950mm isohyet passes through the Park.
SOILS
The soils at the Park are mostly very deep, impoverished, sandy-loams on tertiary sand stones of the Kerri formation.
They are classified as red ferralitic soils on lose sediments, or ferrugionous tropical soils.
VEGETATION
The Park is in the southern part of the Sudan savannah zone. The numerous springs and the high ground water level of
the Gaji river valley are responsible for a more luxuriant vegetation normally found in the Guinea savannah zone.
The vegetation of the Park belongs to a complex described by Gerling (1973) as Burkea Africana. This is a savannah of
trees and shrubs with an open canopy and a continous layer of annual and perennial grasses.

See annex 2
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Yankari National Park
FAUNA
The fauna of the park are animals, fishes, amphibians and reptiles.
They include:
Common Names
Hausa Names
1. Elephant
Giwa
2. Hippotamus
Dorina
3. Buffalo
bauna
4. Lion
zaki
4. Roan antelope
gwanki
5. Wester Hartebeest
kanki
6. Waterbuck
Gwambaza
7. Bus buck
Mazo
8. Oribi
Batsiya
9. Grimms Duiker
gada
10. Red_flanked Duiker
Makkurna ruffilatus
11. Warthog
Mungun
13. Baboon
Goggo
14. Tantalus Monkey
Kirka
15. Pates Monkey
Jan_Biri
16. Nile crocodile
Kada
17. Soft_shelled Turtle
Kififiya
18. Nile monitors
Guza
19. Saddle bill stork
Tsagigi
20. White backed vulture
angulu
21. Abyssinian Roller
Ladan
22. Guinea fowl
Zabo
23. Grey hornbill
cilokowa
24. Cattle egret
Baibela
25. And many other smaller species.

Scientific Names
Loxodonta Africana
Hippopotamus amphibus
synecerus caffer
Panthera Leo
hippotragus equinus
Acelaphus buselahus major
Kobus defassa
Tragelaphus scriptus
Ourebia Ourebi
Slvicappra grimmia
Caphalophus
Phacocoerus arthiopious
Papio anubis
Cercopithecus tantalus
Erythrocebus patas
Crocodylas niloticus
trionyx truguis
Varanus niloticus
Ephipiorhynchus senebalesis
Gyps bengalesis
Abyssinia coracias
Numida nasulus
Tocus nasulus
ardela ibis

Places of interest within the Park include:
i.
Wikki (Site of camp).
ii.
Gwana warm spring (second largest)
iii.
Dimi/warm spring (third in size)
iv.
Mawulugo (smallest, undeveloped)
The cold spring at Tungun Maliki on the left bank of the river Gaji (undeveloped) River Gaji is perennial and runs through the
National park from north to south.
On the way to Wikki camp, visitors can stop to see the ancient shallow wells dug into sandstone for storing rainwater. Referred to
as "dukkey wells", they are between 3m-4.5m, deep 132 wells interconnected by shafts. Other attractions include the Marshall caves
and the Borkono falls, and rock drawing;
THE WIKKI WARM SPRING
The Wikki warm spring is a tourist delight for swimming and sunbathing. It is 1.9metres deep and 13 meters wide and flows at the rate
of 21,000,000 litres daily. Simply standing by, or swimming in the wikki warm spring, it appears just ordinary except for the warmth
inherent in it (constant temperature of 31°c) not observing closely, the wikki spring passes as an artificial swimming pool where water
is frequently replaced as it is being polluted. In reality, this spring is the work of nature devoid of human artificial touch.
Far deeper underground, beneath Nigeria's famous game park flows an invincible and inexhaustible source of pleasure and good
health. The therapeutic nature of this famous spring is now world acclaimed. Exploring the cave beneath the rather high cliff where
warm spring gushes out, the cave divers of warri (delta state), observed in 1986 that there are greater myths concerning wikki spring
yet to be explored. The cave divers discovered that it is possible for individuals to gain entry into the wikki cave and feel the water
torrent s gushing at neck breaking speed; the explorers concluded that:
1
2
3
4
5
6

Cleanliness of wikki water is unsurpassed by any other spring water in Nigeria; this claim is supported by chemical
analysis of the water sample
The wikki warm spring flows from beneath deep layers of earth crust, from as far away as southeast plateau region of
Nigeria.
A distance of 9meteres is accessible within the wikki cave
The cave is embedded in clean sandstone;
Wikki cave is devoid of any living being such as reptiles, crabs, fishes etc.
Photographs and diagrams relating to the actual structure of the Wikki spring are kept in the museum at Wikki.

See annex 2
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Yankari National Park
SPRING ENTRANCE (DAILY)
Overnight guests are allowed free entry into the wikki warm spring. Day visitors are usually charged a token fee for entry.
MUSEUM
A museum of natural history is opened to all visitors at no charge. Here wildlife trophies are kept with brief history of their origin
and characters
SOUVENIR SHOP
Well-stocked souvenir shop I available at Zaranda Booking office Bauchi, Maina Maji entrance to the park and at the Wikki amp.
These stock assorted gift items. Local crafts are also on sale.
SPORTS AND RECREATION
A number of facilities are available for sports and recreation. These are:
Table tennis
lawn tennis
Squash hall
badminton
Sports accessories are also available for rentage at token fees.
CONFERENCE FACILITIES
The conference hall is in the reception complex and has a capacity of 100 people. It has a coffee serving room to cater for conference
participants. A good toilet facility is also available.
OTHER FACILITIES
A camping ground is provided for tents and caravans. The park hires out tents on request. You can bring personal tents and pay a
token fee for the use of space. There are toilets, bathrooms and standing water pipes and the area is well lit. an air-conditioned video
hall is available to visitors at no charge.

Source: Publications of the Nigerian National Parks

See annex 2
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Ampara Iron Smelting Site

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Yankari National Park
Duguri Ward
Alkaleri
N9° 46'290', E 10° 32'288'

Status
Ownership, Management

Public
National Parks Board, Abuja

Nature
Function or use

Archaeological Site
Non active, visitable

Site:
Topography
Nature

Flat
Iron smelting furnaces spread
over an area of approximately 1km2

Significance and Values

The site contains remains of iron
smelting furnaces of a long gone
civilisation. It also lends credence
to tracing the development of iron
mongery in sub-Saharan Africa

State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Average
Natural, as the entire site is exposed

Reference code:

See annex 3

BAST/ALK/DGR/01
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Marshall Caves
Village or town

Yankari National Park

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Duguri Ward
Alkaleri
N 9° 46' 244', E 10° 32'360'

Status
Ownership, management

Public
National Parks Board, Abuja

Nature
Function or use

Natural site
Non-active, visitable

Site:
Topography
Nature
Type of Vegetation

Significance and Values

Rock outcrops, relatively flat land
Sandstone rocks
Forest clearing surrounded by
dense vegetation
Reputedly man-made, the caves
provide evidence of indigenous
technology prevalent at the
time of construction.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
The caves are reputed to have been hewn out of the rocks by
the indigenous communities that once lived in the area, in
order to serve as a shelter during periods of inter tribal wars.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Good
Natural

Reference code :

See annex 4

BAST/ALK/DGR/02
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BAUCHI
Listed sites not visited in the area :
Shadawanka rock paintings (classified National Monument)

Bauchi State Museum

Tomb of ATB
Babban Gwani
Gidan Galadiman Bauchi

Tsohon Massalaci
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Babban Gwani, Fadan Bauchi
Village or town

Bauchi

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Kofar Fada Ward
Bauchi
N10° 18.580', E09° 50.781'

Status
Ownership, management

Communal
Bauchi Emirate Council

Nature
Function or use

Architectural monument
Active, visitable

Building:
Period of construction
Architect or designer
Style
Techniques
Materials of construction:
Roof
Walls
Floors
Form
Building Area
Dimensions:
Length
Breadth
Height
Significance and Values

Over 150 years ago
Muhammadu Durugu
Traditional Hausa
Earth Construction
Flat earth roof, roofing sheets
Earth brick wall, cement plaster
Cement screed
Square
64 m2
6m
6m
Approximately 8 m
A masterpiece of Hausa
traditional architecture.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
Emir's reception building for receiving guests.
This building is said to have been built without any plan.
State of conservation

Interior details

Very good.
A renovation of the building
was recently carried out by

Reference code : BAST/BAU/KFW/002
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Gidan Galadiman Bauchi
Other name

Residence of the Galadima
of Bauchi

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Bauchi
Jahun Ward
Bauchi
N10° 18.319', E09° 50.317'

Status
Ownership, management

Communal
Bauchi Emirate Council

Nature
Function or use

Architectural monument
Active, visitable

Building:
Date of construction
Style
Techniques
Materials of construction:
Roof
Walls
Floors
Form
Height
Significance and Values

Over 260 years old
Traditional Hausa
Earth construction
Galvanised Iron roofing sheets
Earth brick walls, cement plaster
Cement screed
Rectangular
Approximately 7 m.

Plastered earth pillar

The building dates back
from the reign of the first
Galadima of Bauchi.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
Current residence and official quarters of the
Galadiman Bauchi, who is second in command to the Emir.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Good
Natural

Reference code : BAST/BAU/JHNW/001
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Tsohon Massalaci
Other name

Old Bauchi Central Mosque

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Bauchi
Kofar Fada Ward
Bauchi
N10° 18.580', E09 50.781'

Status
Ownership, management

Communal
Bauchi Emirate Council

Nature
Function or use

Architectural monument
Sacred, non active, visitable

Building:
Date of construction
Style
Technique
Materials of construction:
Roof
Walls
Floors
Form
Height
Significance and Values

Over 160 years ago
Traditional Hausa
Earth construction

Interior view

Flat earth roof supported by
wooden structural frame
Sun dried conical earth bricks
Cement screed
Rectangular
Approximately 4.5 m
Historical value. The mosque
is the first built structure of
the city of Bauchi.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
The mosque was built by Yakubun Bauchi, founder of the
Bauchi Emirate, in accordance with Islamic injunctions that
demand that in every new settlement, a place of worship be
established first before any other building.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

View of the back of the building

Average
Lack of adequate knowledge
of conservation techniques

Reference code : BAST/BAU/KFW/001
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Bauchi State Museum
Village or town

Guru Village

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Guru Ward
Bauchi
N10° 18.945', E09° 48.057'

Status
Property owner

Public
Bauchi State Government

Nature

Architectural monument

Function or use

Active, visitable

Building:
Date of construction
Techniques
Form
Building Area
Materials of construction:
Roof
Walls
Floors
Dimensions:
Diameter
Height

1988
Earth construction, concrete,
concrete blocks
Circular
Approximately 350 m2

Interior detail of vaulted roof, entrance hall

Galvanised iron roofing sheets
Composite wall, made of
earth and concrete
Fired clay brick
21 m
Approximately 6 m

Associated movable heritage Museum collection
Significance and Values

State of conservation
Sources of degradation

The only museum in Bauchi
exhibiting a collection of local
arts and crafts and other
movable heritage related to
the history of Bauchi State.

Detail of exterior wall

Bad
Encroachment, serious lack of
maintenance

Reference code : BAST/BAU/GRUW/001
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Tomb of Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa
Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Bauchi
Makwalla ward
Bauchi
N10° 19.108', E09° 50.781'

Status
Property owner

Public
Bauchi State government

Nature
Function or use

Architectural monument
Active, visitable

Building:
Date of construction
Architect or designer
Style
Techniques
Materials of construction:
Walls

Floors and Roof

1978-1979
Frederick Atkinson
Monumental
Reinforced Concrete
Reinforced concrete, brute in
certain parts, covered with
coloured ceramic tiles in others
Reinforced Concrete

Significance and Values

This is the tomb of the first
Prime Minister of Nigeria,
Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa,
who was assassinated in
the first military coup of 1966.
The peculiar configuration
of the building carries a strong
symbolic meaning.

State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Good
Natural wear and tear of materials

Present management

Ministry of Tourism and

View of the tomb, surrounded by coloured ceramic-tile covered walls

Reference code : BAST/BAU/MKWW/001

See annex 5
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Bauchi City Wall
Village or town

Bauchi

Local Government Area

Bauchi

Status

Communal

Property owner

Bauchi State Government

Nature

Ancient city wall ruin

Function or use

Active, visitable

Site:
Topography
Nature

Flat urban area
Wall remains

Significance and Values

The Bauchi wall used to be the
enclosing structure defining the
perimeter of the original Bauchi
town.

State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Bad
Human activity is the main factor
of degradation, as the wall is not
formally protected in any way.
Buildings are built tangent to the
wall. Certain areas of the wall are
seriously damaged or encroached.
The wall is used as a soil quarry
for building construction.

View of a cement block structure touching a portion of the city wall

Reference code : BAST/BAU/BAU/001

BAUCHI INVENTORY - IMMOVABLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
February 2004

22

Bauchi wall

The city wall, although degraded, gives a distinct character to Bauchi old town

Reference code : BAST/BAU/BAU/001
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BOGORO
Listed sites not visited in the area:
Wurvar Mwari
Dullshall Malar
Sacred Forest, Tadnum
Sara Caves

Perfect Memorial Secondary School
Tomb of Baba Gonto

Dutsen Lusa
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Tomb of Baba Gonto
Village or town

Mwari Village

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Mwari Ward
Bogoro
N09° 40.068', E09.34.383'

Status

Communal

Nature
Function or use

Monument
Active, visitable

Building:
Date of construction
Architect or designer
Technique
Materials of construction:
Roof
Walls
Floors
Form
Dimensions:
Building Area
Significance and Values

2001
Works Department,
Bogoro L.G. Council
Sandcrete block construction
Galvanised Iron roofing sheets
Cement blocks and plaster
Cement screed
Rectangular
33 m2
Funerary building in honour

View of tomb and statue

Reference code : BAST/BGR/MWRW/001

See annex 7

BAUCHI INVENTORY - IMMOVABLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
February 2004

25

Dutsen Lusa
Other name

Lusa Hill

Village or town
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Lusa
Bogoro
N09° 36.790', E09° 35.556'

Status

Communal

Nature
Function or use

Natural site
Venerated, visitable

Site:
Topography
Nature
Type of Vegetation
Significance and Values

Rocky outcrops, relatively flat
land
Hill
Trees, crops

A stone bowl associated with the hill, which is always kept full of water

The flat top of the hill has long
been the chosen spot for
circumcision rituals by the Lusa
people. A number of mystical
properties are attributed
to the hill.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
It is said that the hill surged suddenly from the ground.
A sacred python is said to come from the hill every year.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Good
Natural

Drawing of some houses at Lusa Town

Reference code : BAST/BGR/W/001

See annex 8
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Perfect Memorial Secondary School
Other name

Sudan United Mission (SUM)
School

Village or town

Mwari village

Local Government Area
Geographical location

Bogoro
N09° 39.077', E09° 34.334'

Status
Property owner

Public
Ministry of Education,
Bauchi State

Nature
Function or use

Educational Institution
Active, visitable

Building:
Period of construction
Techniques
Materials of construction:
Roof
Walls
Floors
Form

Late 19th century (?)
Sun dried earth blocks
Galvanised Iron Roofing Sheets
Sun dried earth bricks
covered with cement plaster
Cement screed
Rectangular

Significance and Values

The school is valued by the
community as it represents the
establishment of the first
missionaries in the area.
Its present name reflects the
identity of the first principal of
the school, Mr Perfect.

State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Average
Natural

Reference code : BAST/BGR/GLDW/001
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DAMBAM

Madafin Abinci Gidan Sarki

Ruwan Diya

Tsohon Beni

Dambal well
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Dambal well

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Dambam town
Dembo Ward
Dambam
N11° 40.614’ E10° 42.539’

Status
Ownership, management

Communal
Dambam Community

Nature
Function or use

Well
Active, visitable

Description:
Diameter

1.5 m.

Site:
Topography
Chronology

Flat land
In use for 111 years.

Significance and Values

Water source for the community
since the establishment of the village

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
It is said that a female horse used to come to the place where
the well is now located. Its owner, noticing that the horse
never drank the water it was offered, decided to follow the
animal and discovered the potential of the place as a source
of water.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Good
Time

Reference code : BAST/DMB/DMBW/001
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Madafin Abinci Gidan Sarki
Other name

Kitchen Building
at District Head’s Palace

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Dambam
Kofar Fada Ward
Dambam
N11° 40.639, E10° 42.638

Status
Ownership, management

Communal
District head, Dambam,
Dambam L.G.A.

Nature
Function or use

Architectural Monument
Non active, visitable

Building:
Date of construction
Architect or designer
Style
Techniques
Materials of construction:
Roof
Walls
Floors
Form
Building Area
Diameter
Height

View of black-smoke traces on inside wall

170 years ago
Unnamed traditional builder
Traditional Hausa Architecture
Earth construction
Earth dome on wood frame
Sun dried conical earth bricks
Beaten earth floor
Circular
28 m2
6m
Approximately 6 m

Significance and Values
A unique example of a
communal indoor kitchen building within a palace. It also
shows the ingenuity of traditional builders.

Reference code :

BAST/DBM/KFDW/001
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Tsohon Beni (Allaramma)
Other name

Storey building

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Angwan Turaki
Mabuga Ward
Dambam
N11° 40.788’ E10° 42.549’

Status
Ownership, management

Private
Mal. Mohammadu Babaye,
Ungwar Turaki,
Mabuga, Dambam

Nature

Architectural Monument

Function or use

Active, visitable

Building:
Date of construction
Architect or designer
Style
Techniques
Materials of construction:
Roof
Walls
Floors
Form
Height

View of beamed ceiling

Over 100 years ago
Mal. Alarama Borini
Traditional Hausa
Earth construction (Tubali)
Galvanised Iron sheets
(originally thatched), beams
Tubali
Earth floors
Rectangular, two levels
Approximately 8 m.

Significance and Values

The only traditional storey
building in existence in
Dambam town.

State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Good
Time, human activity

View of staircase

Reference code : BAST/DBM/MBGW/001
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Ruwan Diya
Other name

Lake Diya

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Diya Village
Tingariye Ward
Dambam
N 11° 42.710’ E 10° 40.718’
6 km from Dambam town

Status
Property owner

Communal
Diya Village

Nature
Function or use

Natural site, large body
of fresh water
Partially active, visitable

Site:
Topography
Type of Vegetation

Relatively flat land
Grassy shrubs and farmlands

Significance and Values

Major source of income from
fishing activities.
Probably an ancient sacred spot.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
In the past, the lake used to be the venue for fishing
festivals lasting over one month.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Good
Natural, encroachment

Reference code : BAST/DMB/TGYW/001
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DARAZO
Listed sites not visited in the area:
Kwarati Sacred Hill, Gabarin
Kawada Ancient Well
Aliya Forest Reserve and Spring Water
Pottery Centre, Gangalawai

Rijiyan Karofi

Dutsen Sardani
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Dutsen Sardani

Other name

Sardani Hill

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Darazo Town
Kawada Ward
Darazo
N11° 00.803', E10° 23.592'
Elevation 500 m.

Status
Property owner

Public
Darazo L.G. Council

Nature
Function or use

Natural site
Active, visitable

Site:
Topography

Nature
Type of Vegetation

Rocky outcrops
on gently undulating plain. The
top of the hill contains craters
which hold water year round
Hill
Very sparse

Significance and Values

Serves as a picnic ground
during festivities.
Probably an ancient sacred spot.

State of conservation

Very good
Body of water on top of the hill

Reference code : BAST/DRZ/KWDW/001
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Rijiyan Karofi
Other name

Karofi well

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Darazo town
Kawada Ward
Darazo
N10° 9.589' E10° 24.983'

Status

Communal

Property owner

Karofi Community

Nature
Function or use

Community well
Active, visitable

Site:
Topography
Chronology
Surface area
Significance and Values

Relatively flat land
Existed before the advent of the
settlement
Approximately 46 m2
The community depends on it
as a major source of water.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
It is said that the well, initially a stream, was discovered
by a female horse whose owner identified the location
and transformed it into a well.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Good
Natural

Present management

Karofi community and Darazzo

Reference code : BAST/DRZ/KWDW/002

BAUCHI INVENTORY - IMMOVABLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
February 2004

35

DASS

Dutsen Jakiri

Masalacin Tsohon Fadan Dass
Tsohon Fadan Dass
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Tsohon Fadan Dass
Other name

Old Dass PalaceTreasury

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Dass
Bununu Central Ward
Dass
N09 59.938', E 09 30.483'

Status
Ownership, management

Communal
Dass Emirate Council

Nature
Function or use

Architectural ruin
Non active, visitable

Building:
Date of construction
Architect or designer
Style
Technique
Materials of construction:
Walls
Floors
Building Area

1902
Local native authority
Colonial
Stone masonry

The building stands amidst a remarkable natural setting

Stone blocks set in cement mortar
Sand screed
Approximately 70 m2

Significance and Values

The treasury building is located
within the ancient palace grounds.
It served as the Central office and
treasury for the Emirate Council.
There exists an unopened safe
within the building, abandoned
for over 50 years.
Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
In spite of its neglected state, this site is highly respected by
the people of Dass. In order to perpetuate its significance in
the community, traditional festivals are held there once a year.
State of conservation

Sources of degradation

The building envelope is in a rela
tively good condition but it lacks
a roof cover.
Abandonment, encroachment
The relocation of the palace in

Detail of stone-block wall

Reference code : BAST/DSS/BNCW/001
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Masalacin Tsohon Fadan Dass
Other name

Old Dass palace mosque

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Dass
Bununu Central Ward
Dass
N09° 59.938', E09 30.483'

Status
Ownership, management

Communal
Dass Emirate Council

Nature
Function or use

Architectural ruin
Non active, visitable

Building
Date of construction
Architect or designer
Style
Materials of construction:
Walls
Significance and Values

Detail of wall

1824
Unknown traditional builder
Traditional Hausa
Sun dried conical earth bricks
This mosque was attached to the
old palace of Dass.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
Though the site has been abandoned, it is still the location for
annual gatherings of the people of Dass, in remembrance of
their ancestors, the founding fathers of the village.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Ruin
Abandonment, encroachment

The remains of the building are hidden by dense farmlands

Reference code : BAST/DSS/BNCW/002
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Dutsen Jakiri
Other name
Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Jakiri Rock
Dott Village
Dott Ward
Dass
N10° 00.934', E09° 29.719'

Status
Ownership, management

Communal
Dott Village, Dass L.G.A.

Nature

Natural site: free standing rock
formation. Largest rock is at least
30m high.
Visitable

Function or use
Site:
Topography
Nature
Chronology
Type of Vegetation
Significance and Values

Area is generally hilly
Hill
Historical association with the
Jarawa people dates up to 150 yrs.
Undergrowth with scattered trees
The hill is highly regarded by the
Jarawa people and it is a very
interesting experience to climb it.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
The site is associated with historic events such as wars.
It is reputed that the founder of the Bauchi Emirate,
Yakubun Bauchi, tried to invade the Jarawa people who
were settled on the hills. However, legend had it that
there were protective spirits on the hill that made it
difficult for the people to be captured. In order to defeat
them, he decided to pull down the hill. His lieutenants
fabricated a long rope of cow hide which they tied around
the hill in an attempt to pull it down.
State of conservation

Very good

Reference code : BAST/DSS/DTTW/001
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GANJUWA
Listed sites not visited in the area:
Red Stone, Tsohon Kariya
Mass circumcision Centre, Miya
Kubi city wall
Sabon Kariya archaeological site

Babban Gwani, Gidan Madaki
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Babban Gwani, Gidan Madaki
Other name

Throne room at Madaki's Palace

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Kafin Madaki
Kafin Madaki Ward
Ganjuwa
N11° 41.218', E09° 45.854'

Status
Property owner

Public
National Commission for
Museums and Monuments

Nature
Function or use

Architectural monument
Active, visitable

Building:
Date of construction
Architect or designer
Style
Techniques
Materials of construction:
Roof
Walls
Floors

1860
Muhammadu Durugu
Traditional Hausa
Earth construction

View of buildings at the palace

Earth supported by wooden frame
Sun dried conical earth bricks
Beaten earth

Significance and Values

Part of the building where the Madaki
(district head) of Kafin Madaki receives
his visitors. Its awesome size is symbolic
of the power wielded by its occupant.

State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Average
Natural, human

Present management

Directorate of Monuments,
Heritage and Sites, National
Commission for Museums and

View from a window

Reference code : BAST/GJW/KFMW/001

See annex 9
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Babban Gwani, Gidan Madaki

Detail of a partition inside one of the buildings in the compound

Detail of an exterior wall with small openings

Detail of interior wall structure in the main building

Traditional palm-tree roof structure

A view of the compound
Reference code : BAST/GJW/KFMW/001

See annex 9
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GIADE

Rijiyan Jamu
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Rijiyan Jamu

Village or town

Giade

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Chiromari
Giade
N11° 23.634', E10° 12.005'

Status

Communal

Nature
Function or use

Well
Non-active, visitable

Site:
Nature
Chronology

Residential area
Allegedly over 300 years

Significance and Values

Giade town developped
around this well, which used
to be its primary source of water.

State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Bad
Abandonment

See annex 10

Reference code : BAST/GDE/CHRW/001
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ITAS-GADAU

Old European settlement

BAUCHI INVENTORY - IMMOVABLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
February 2004

45

Old European settlement
Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Gadau
Gana ward
Itas Gadau
N11° 50.503', E10° 10.635'

Status
Ownership, management

Communal
Katagum Emirate Council

Nature
Function or use

Group of buildings
Non active, visitable

Building:
Date of construction
Architect or designer
Style
Technique
Materials of construction:
Roof
Walls
Floors
Form
Building Area

Around 1940
Mr Lucky Johnson
Colonial
Concrete block construction
Galvanised Iron roofing sheets
Concrete block walls,
cement plaster
Cement screed
Rectangular
130 m2

Significance and Values

Part of an old settlement built
by Europeans before the
advent of the second World War.
This group of buildings
consists of residential quarters
and health facilities. It also boasts
of the location of the hospital
where surgical operations were
first carried out in Northern
Nigeria.

State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Bad
Abandonment

Reference code : BAST/TSG/GNW/001
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KATAGUM

Tomb of Mallam Lawan
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Tomb of Mallam Lawan

Village or town

Yayu Town

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Yayu Ward
Katagum
N11° 32.414', E10° 33.345'

Status
Ownership, management

Communal
Yayu Community, Katagum
Local Government Area

Nature

Tomb of notable Islamic scholar

Function or use

Visitable, venerated

Building:
Architect or designer
Materials of construction:
Walls
Form
Building Area

Sarkin Katagum Umar

View of the entrance to the tomb

Sandcrete blocks
Rectangular
58 m2

Significance and Values

This structure was built to mark
the burial place of Mallam Lawan,
a renowned Islamic scholar in the
area and the father of Mallam Zaki.

State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Average
Location, encroachment

Reference code : BAST/KTG/YYW/001

See annex 11
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KIRFI
Listed sites not visited in the area:
Kase lake
Kuna Rock
Shango old settlement

Kirfin Sama

Rijiyan Kafin Maigari
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Kirfin Sama

Other name

Old Kirfi settlement

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Tabulang
Kirfi Ward
Kirfi
N10°23.025’, E10°27.028’

Status
Property owner

Communal
Kirfi community

Nature
Function or use

Archaeological site
Non active, visitable

Site:
Topography
Type of Vegetation

Relatively flat hill top
Rocky land, farmland

Significance and Values

A compound of impressive
proportions located uphill.
Few historical facts about this
settlement are known today,
but the place is highly
respected and in relatively
good condition. It is said that
the settlement was built
with earth from outside Kirfi.
The settlement was apparently
abandoned because of the lack
of a viable water source.

State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Good
Abandonment, time

Drawing-entrance to the settlement

Detail of wall texture

Reference code : BAST/KRF/KRFW/001

See annex 12
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Kirfin Sama

Dense vegetation surrounds the compound

View fromold Kirfi

Reference code : BAST/KRF/KRFW/001

See annex 12
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Rijiyan Kafin Maigari
Other name

Kafin Maigari Well

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Kafin Maigari
Badara Ward
Kirfi
N10° 19.310', E10° 20.041'

Status
Ownership, management

Communal
Kafin Maigari Community,
Kirfi Local Government Area

Nature
Function or use

Well
Active, visitable

Site:
Topography
Nature
Chronology
Type of Vegetation

Significance and Values

Flat
Man made well
Approximately 158 years
Very few trees and grasses
on sandy soil
It is the most widely available
source of water to the
surrounding community.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
The well is reputed to be naturally connected to the
Badara river which is over a kilometre away from it.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

See annex 13

Good
Construction

Reference code : BAST/KRF/BDRW/001
BAUCHI INVENTORY - IMMOVABLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
February 2004

52

MISAU
Listed sites not visited in the area:
Matsafa stream, Akuyam
Massusukar tree caves, Akuyam

Ruwan Bunguru

Tree caves

Rijiyan Ajongo

Dutsen Beti
Ruwan Maladumba
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Ruwan Bunguru
Other name

Bunguru Pond

Village or town
Locality

Hardawa
Hardawa Ward

Local Government Area
Geographical location

Misau
N11° 25.024', E10° 27.714'
Elevation 487 m.

Status

Communal

Property owner

Hardawa Community,
Misau Local Government Area

Nature

Natural site, Water body in
a depression in the ground

Site:
Topography
Nature
Chronology
Significance and Values

Function or use

Sacred, non active, visitable

Relatively flat land
Residential area, sandy soil
Approximately 200 years
This natural pond existed prior
to the settlement of the Hardawa
people.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
Traditionally, rats, lizards, snakes and birds are not killed
within the pond's area. Dense construction around the
area has caused encroachment, making the Bunguru pond
to become narrow and no longer adequate for fishing.
Sources of degradation

Natural, encroachment

Reference code : BAST/MSA/HRDW/001
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Ruwan Maladumba
Other name

Lake Maladumba

Village or town
Locality

Beti Village
Beti Ward

Local Government Area
Geographical location

Misau
N11° 13.926', E10° 21.715'
Elevation 421 m.

Status
Property owner

Public
Bauchi State Government

Nature

Natural site

Function or use

Active, visitable

Site:
Topography
Nature
Surface Area
Type of Vegetation

Significance and Values

Relatively Flat
Large body of water fed from
a river source
Over 10 km2
Dense grassy shores,
surrounding farmlands
Probably an ancient sacred spot,
the lake serves as a source of water
for irrigation. Fishing is widely
carried out in the lake.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
The lake was formed because of floods that displaced a
settlement ruled by a chief called Mala. Mala's mother
was called Dunbani. This resulted in the name of the lake
‘Maladumba’. Formerly a setting for fishing festivals.

Fishermen huts in the vicinity of the lake

State of conservation

Good

Present management

Forestry Department, Bauchi State Ministry of Agriculture

Reference code : BAST/MSA/BTW/001

See annex 14
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Rijiyan Ajongo
Other name

Ajongo Well

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Akuyam
Akuyam Sarma ward
Misau
N11° 27.964', E10° 37.816'

Status

Communal

Ownership, management

Akuyam Community,
Misau Local Government Area

Nature
Function or use

Well
Active, visitable

Site:
Topography
Nature

Flat land
Well is located in residential area

Significance and Values

The well remains a main water
source for the community.
The Ajongo well is located behind
the palace of the district head of
Akuyam.

A waterlogged area surrounds the well

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
The founder of Akuyam had a female horse which used to
go to the location of the well for its drinking requirements.
As a result, it would not drink water offered it by its owner.
One day its owner followed it to discover why it refused
to drink water at his home. On sighting the horse drinking
from the water source, he shouted 'Ajongo' and the horse
disappeared into the well.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Average
Natural, encroachment due to
poor drainage facilities around
the area.

Reference code : BAST/MSA/AKSW/001
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Tree caves

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Akuyam
Akuyam Sarma ward
Misau
N11° 28.093’, E10° 37.816’

Status

Communal

Ownership, management

Akuyam Community

Nature

Free-standing tree

Function or use

Non active, visitable

Site:
Topography
Nature

Relatively flat land
Farmland

Significance and Values

The tree caves are given a
number of magical attributes.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
It is said that on different occasions animals come out of
the tree, for example horses during war times, or chickens
during drought periods. Sometimes, music is heard from
within the tree.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Average
Natural

Reference code : BAST/MSA/AKSW/002
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Dutsen Beti
Other name

Beti Hill and cave

Village or town

Beti Village

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Beti Ward
Misau
N11° 17.098', E10° 25.170'

Status
Property owner

Communal
Beti Community,
Misau Local Government Area

Nature
Function or use

Natural site, cave and hill
Non-active, venerated

Site:
Topography
Chronology
Type of Vegetation

Significance and Values

A narrow entrance to the cave

Rocky outcrops in midst of
relatively flat land
Associated with Beti community
for several generations
Sparsely vegetated with trees
and shrubs
The Beti hill is the founding
place of present day Misau,
the people of Beti having
migrated to found Misau.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
The cave served as shelter from hostile attacks during
wars in days of yore. The Beti hill caves are still in very
good condition but access into the caves is generally
limited. However, the community still actively
participates in climbing expeditions up the hill.
State of conservation
Present management

A view of Beti village

Very good
Beti village

Reference code : BAST/MSA/BTW/002

See annex 15
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NINGI

Tsofon Ningi Dutsen Zaru
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Tsofon Ningi

Other name

Old Ningi Town

Village or town

Tabula Village

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Tabula Ward
Ningi
N10° 57.848', E09° 23.414'

Status

Communal

Property owner

Ningi Emirate Council

Nature
Function or use

Archaeological site
Non active, non visitable
Permission needed from Emirate
Council to visit the site

Materials of construction:
Building remains
Site:
Topography
Vegetation

Earth
Slopy area
Dense trees and shrubs

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
This early settlement was located in the hills of Ningi as a
defensive strategy. It was abandoned in 1933 and has since
gone to ruins.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Ruin
Abandonment, location, natural

It is difficult to see the ruins as they are surrounded by thick vegetation

Reference code : BAST/NNG/TBLW/002
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Dutsen Zaru
Other name

Zaru Hill cave

Village or town

Tabula Village

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Old Ningi town
Ningi
N10° 57.883', E09° 22.787'
Elevation 673 m.

Status

Communal

Property owner

Ningi Emirate Council,
Ningi local Government Area

Nature

Natural site

Function or use

Non active, not visitable, venerated
Permission needed to visit the site.

Site:
Topography
Nature
Chronology
Associated heritage
Surface Area
Type of Vegetation

Hilly
Cave located in hill
Association with Ningi for over
200 years
Calabashes, pots, grinding stones
Approximately 24 m2
Tall trees and grasses

Significance and Values

This site occupied a very important
place in the lives of the people of old
Ningi town, as attested by the
movable heritage found in the cave,
which was the focal point of
their traditional religious beliefs.
Movable cultural heritage found inside the cave

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
The cave was used for traditional rites of protection

Reference code : BAST/NNG/TBLW/002
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SHIRA
Listed sites not visited in the area:
Rock painting at Rimin Jigawa
Dutsen Damisa Rock painting

Shira rock painting

Ruwan Kirshi
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Ruwan Kirshi
Other name

Kirshi stream

Village or town

Yana

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Shira district
Shira
N11° 27.146', E10° 03.748'

Status
Property owner

Public
Shira Local Government Council

Nature

Natural site

Function or use

Active, sacred, visitable

Site:
Topography
Nature
Type of Vegetation

Hilly area
Water source flowing under rocks
Sparse vegetation

Significance and Values

Therapeutic properties of the
water: the stream water is
reputed to be medicinal, especially
for the treatment of skin disorders.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
The water flows from an unidentified source. It is said that
sometimes people who come without a guide are repulsed
from it by an unknown force.

On the way to Kirshi stream

Reference code : BAST/SHR/PLW/001

See annex 16
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Shira rock painting
Other name

Runfan Maryo on Gangan hill

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Shira village
Shira district
Shira
N11° 25.668', E10° 02.235'
Elevation 454 m.

Status

Public

Nature
Function or use

Natural site, rock painting
Active, visitable

Site:
Topography
Chronology
Type of Vegetation
Significance and Values

Undulating land, rocky outcrops
Known to community for over
100 years
Sparse vegetation
The rock painting holds an
inestimable historical value
in itself. The general situation
of the site is also very appealing.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
The general vicinity of the rock was inhabited by a mad
woman called Maryo. The discovery of the painting led
to it being named after her by the indigenous community.
State of conservation

The rocks are in good condition,
but the paintings have
deteriorated and been defaced
by human activity.

Present management

Directorate of Monuments,
Heritage and Sites, National
Commission for Museums and
Monuments, Abuja

Details of rock painting

Reference code : BAST/SHR/SHRW/001

See annex 17
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TAFAWA BALEWA
Listed sites not visited in the area:
Sacred tree, old Maryam village
Maryam pond
Stone engraving

Soron Gidan Mai Ungwan Tafare

Gidan Hakimi

Soron Gidan Hakimin Lere

Tafawa Balewa
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Soron Gidan Hakimin Lere

Other name

Palace of Village Head, Lere

Village or town

Lere

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Lere Ward
Tafawa Balewa
N 09 42.417', E 09 20.06'

Status

Communal

Ownership, management

Bauchi Emirate Council

Nature

Architectural monument

Function or use

Visitable

Building:
Date of construction
Architect or designer
Style
Technique
Materials of construction:
Roof
Walls
Floors
Form
Building Area
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

About 200 years
Traditional Builders
Traditional Hausa Architecture
Tubali
Galvanised Iron Roof
Earth walls
Cement screed over earth floors
Rectangular
36 m2 (entrance building)
Bad
Lack of maintenance

One of the two massive pillars inside the entrance building

Reference code :

See annex 18

BAST/TFB/LRW/001
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Soron Gidan Mai Ungwan Tafare
Other name

Entrance building of Ward Head

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Old Tafare
Tafare Ward
Tafawa Balewa
N 09 47.118', E 09 25.596'

Status
Property owner

Communal
Tafare Village

Nature
Function or use

Architectural Monument
Active, visitable but difficult
accessibility

Building:
Period of construction
Architect or designer
Style
Techniques
Materials of construction:
Walls
Floors
Form
Building Area
Significance and Values

Over 200 years ago
Unidentified Traditional Builder
Traditional Hausa
Tubali
Earth walls of Tubali,
with earth plaster
Earth floor
Rectangular
26 m2
Entrance building of a
traditional palace built for
the village head.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
There are two massive piers within this space, which used
to support the roof structure. Village history has it that two
human bodies, one male and one female, were each buried
in these piers, as a means to signify the chief’s power.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Bad
Lack of maintenance

Present management

Bauchi Emirate Council

View of the piers inside the entrance building

Reference code : BAST/TFB/TFRW/001

See annex 19
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Tafawa Balewa

Other name

Black rock

Village or town

Tafawa Balewa

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Dunga Ward
Tafawa Balewa
N09° 44.709', E09° 33.360'

Status

Communal

Ownership, management

Tafawa Balewa community

Nature

Natural site

Function or use

Active, visitable

Site:
Topography
Nature
Type of Vegetation

Relatively flat surrounding
Hill of gentle slopes
Sparse grass and shrubs

Significance and Values

Detail of rock surface texture

This hill was named by Fulani
settlers, who called it Tafawa
Balewa, the Fulani word for
'black rock'. The town derived
its name from the hill.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
The site serves as a picnic ground during festive periods.

A view from the top of the rock

Reference code : BAST/TFBW/DNG/001

See annex 20
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Gidan Hakimi
Other name

Home of late
Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa

Village or town

Tafawa Balewa town

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Dunga Ward
Tafawa Balewa
N09° 45.306', E09° 33.229'

Status
Ownership, management

Communal
Bauchi Emirate Council,
Bauchi State

Nature
Function or use

Historical site in ruin
Non active, visitable

Significance and Values

This is the childhood homestead
of the first Prime Minister of
Nigeria, the late Sir Abubakar
Tafawa Balewa.
The value of this site lies in the
fact that it is the birthplace
of one of the founders of modern
Nigeria. The significance
of it in the peoples memory is
far more than what can be
seen on ground.

State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Ruin
Abandonment, encroachment
The above came in being as a
result of wanton destruction
in periods of civil unrest in
Tafawa Balewa town, during
the nineties.

Grinding stone in the vicinity of the site

Reference code : BAST/TFB/DNGW/002

See annex 21
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TORO
Listed site not visited in the area:
Tilden Fulani Tin Mining Beacon (National Monument). First tin
mining site in Nigeria, dating from 1905.

Geji Rock Painting

Panshanu Stone Heap
Teacher’s College, Toro
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Geji Rock Painting
Village or town

Geji

Locality

Geji Rauta Ward

Local Government Area
Geographical location

Toro
N10° 17.947', E09° 39.659'
Elevation 652 m.

Status

Public

Nature

Natural site

Function or use

Active, visitable

Site:
Topography
Nature
Chronology
Significance and Values

Undulating plains
Man made paintings on natural
rock face
Over a hundred years

Rock formations near the fenced rock paintings

The painting is a valuable
testimony of the early presence
of man in the area. It was found
over a hundred years ago.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
Fulani herdsmen believed that if they scraped off the
coloured pigments on the paintings, mixed them with
potash and fed their livestock, it would increase their
productivity. It is said that in the past, if a painting was
scratched, there would be no visible difference the
following day.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Good
The rocks are in good condition,
but the paintings have deteriora
ted and been defaced by human
activity.

Present management
Directorate of Monuments, Heritage and Sites, National
Commission for Museums and Monuments, Abuja

Reference code : BAST/TRR/GJRW/001

See annex 22
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Panshanu Stone Heap
Village or town

Kwadon Kwaya

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Tulai Ward
Toro
N10° 03.376', E09° 04.558'

Status

Public

Nature
Function or use

Stone heap
Active, visitable

Site
Topography
Nature
Chronology
Type of Vegetation

Significance and Values

Undulating
Free-standing stone heap
Over 150 years old
Outlying area of dense grass
undergrowth
A witness of historical events,
the heap is important to the
indigenous people of the area,
as it signifies their defiance
against enemy attacks.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
There are several versions of the story of the origin of this
heap. However, a common factor in all the versions is that
it originated during the period of the Bauchi-Borno wars
in the 19th century. A direct response to a call to war
(see annex for more)
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Average
Natural, encroachment, human
activity

Present management

Directorate of Monuments,
Heritage and Sites, National
Commission for Museums and
Monuments, Abuja

Reference code : BAST/TRR/TLA/001

See annex 23
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Teacher’s College, Toro
Other name

First classroom block,
Government Secondary School.

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Toro Town
Toro Ward
Toro
N10° 03.186’, E09° 0.304’

Status
Ownership, management

Public
Toro Local Government Council

Nature
Function or use

Architectural monument
Active, visitable

Building:
Date of construction
Architect or designer
Style
Techniques
Materials of construction:
Roof
Walls
Floors
Form
Area
Significance and Values

State of conservation
Sources of degradation

1928
Mr S. A. Hammond
Trado-colonial architecture
Earth construction

Drawing-frontal view

Galvanised iron roofing sheets
Adobe walls, cement plaster
Sandscreed
Rectangular
Approximately 550 m2
This was the first classroom block
of the school, formerly called
Teacher’s College, Toro.
It is the second oldest teacher’s
college in northern Nigeria,
second only to Katsina College.
The building is also a remarkable
work of architecture, conceived
by a European architect and
actualised in earth, the most
available local material.

Detail - back of the building

Bad
Materials, encroachment, lack

Reference code : BAST/TRR/TRRW/001

See annex 24
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Teacher’s College, Toro

A student hut, in the vicinity of the classroom building

Interior view of a classroom

View of the back of the building

Reference code : BAST/TRR/TRRW/001

See annex 24
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WARJI

Pachara Gla Suna
Dutsen Jabadin-Katanga

Eklesiyar ECWA, Katanga
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Dutsen Jabadin-Katanga
Other name

Jabadin-Katanga Hill /Jinji Cave

Village or town

Jabadin Village

Locality

Galadima Ward

Local Government Area
Geographical location

Warji
N11° 10.346', E09°46.904'
Elevation 488 m.

Status

Communal

Property owner

Warji Community

Nature

Natural site

Function or use

Active, sacred, visitable

Site:
Topography
Nature
Chronology
Type of Vegetation
Significance and Values

Hill of large rock outcrops
Hill containing caves
In use by the community
for over 200 years
Few trees, thick grass
ungergrowth
The hill serves as a point of
intercession for the community
during difficult periods of
drought and during storms.
The cave also used to serve as
a hiding place from invaders
during the wars of old.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
Each newly installed 'Gabanga' (traditional chief) is
required to make sacrifices of fowls and tobacco at

Showing one of the narrow entrances to the cave

Reference code : BAST/WRJ/GLDW/001

See annex 25
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Pachara Gla Suna
Other name
Village or town

Council Seat of Warji
Katanga Town

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Katanga Ward
Warji
N11°08.819', E09°45.984'

Status

Communal

Ownership, management

Warji Traditional Council,
Warji Local Government Area

Nature

Natural site

Function or use

Visitable, venerated, non active

Site:
Topography
Nature
Chronology
Surface Area
Type of Vegetation
Significance and Values

Flat, undulating land
Scattered, flat rock outcrops
In use by the community
for over 200 years
Approximately 70m2
Sparsely vagetated
It stands as a symbol of the
mutual understanding and
democratic governance prevalent
in Warji before the advent of
political and social changes. Its
natural situation is also appealing.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
The site was used as the seat of the traditional consultative
council of Warji. This consisted of the four wards which
make up Warji.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Average
Due to its current non-use,
the site is hardly distinguishable
from the surrounding landscape.

Reference code : BAST/WRJ/KTGW/001

See annex 26
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Eklesiyar ECWA, Katanga
Other name

ECWA Church, Katanga

Village or town
Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Katanga Town
Katanga Ward
Warji
N11° 10. 243', E09° 45.075'

Status

Communal

Ownership, management

Evangelical Churches of West
Africa (ECWA), Warji

Nature

Old Church Building

Function or use

Active, sacred, visitable

Building:
Date of construction
Architect or designer
Techniques
Materials of construction:
Roof
Walls
Floors
Form
Building Area

1935
Mr Collins (Missionary)
Sun-dried mud brick construction
Galvanised Iron Roofing sheets
Raw Earth bricks, cement plaster
Cement screed
Rectangular
150 m2

Significance and Values

This site represents the first
missionary activity in Katanga
and the establishment of
Western-style education in the area.

State of conservation
Sources of degradation

Average
Natural, lack of maintenance

Reference code : BAST/WRJ/KTGW/002

See annex 27
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ZAKI

Tomb of late Mallam Zaki

BAUCHI INVENTORY - IMMOVABLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
February 2004

79

Tomb of late Mallam Zaki
Village or town

Katagum

Locality
Local Government Area
Geographical location

Katagum Gana ward
Zaki
N12° 17.071', E10° 21.594'

Status

Communal

Nature

Memorial tomb

Function or use

Active, visitable

Building:
Walls
Concrete blocks
Floors
Sandscreed
Form
Rectangular
Dimensions (of the entire compound)
Length
24 m
Breadth
21 m
Height
3m
Significance and Values

Mallam Zaki was the founder
of Katagum, in Zaki Local
Government Council. He was
one of Dan Fodio's flagbearers
during the Jihad (holy wars),
and a well-known Islamic scholar.

Customs, associated history, oral traditions or festivals
There is an associated site, a tomb in a nearby location,
which is in a similar state of conservation : the tomb of
the Ten Emirs of Katagum.
State of conservation
Sources of degradation

See annex 28

Average
Encroachment

Reference code : BAST/ZK/KTGW /001
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ANNEXES

ANNEXES
Note : The interviews recorded here (unless otherwise indicated) are translated from the indigenous
languages in the various areas. The inventory team has tried, has much as possible, to express the contexts
of the speakers and avoid the ambiguities of direct translation. A lot of the information given is based
on oral tradition and little or no scientific backing exists for such claims. However, in certain cases, the
citing of important conflicts, such as the Kanembu wars, help to identify possible dates for certain events.
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Annex 1:

Kogi Biyeli

Translated interview
Date:
August 23rd, 2003
Ressource person : Malam Sule Bununga
Designation :
Elder of Gar community
Age:
59 years
Q:
A:

What is the history of this stream as it pertains to the people of Gar?
In the olden days, when the Fulani used to attack our villages, there was an attempt to kill the Emir of Gar. He escaped
on his horse, jumping from one cliff top to the other. When his people came looking for him, they asked each other where
he could be. The reply was “biyeli ne” which is Jaranci for “he jumped over here”.

Q:
A:

Who were the attackers of Gar?
The Fulani Jihadists, over 150 years ago, during the reign of Bangusma, Emir of Gar.

Q:
A:

What is the significance of this place to the people of Gar?
We have lived in the hills for a long time. This was for the purpose of defence from hostile attacks from the Fulani.

Q:
A:

You mentioned that the Emir of Gar jumped over here, was he alone?
Yes. At that time, once a king was defeated, the entire population would have to surrender to the conquering army.
This is why he was alone.

Q:
A:

Are the hoof prints of his horse to be found on both sides of this opening?
Yes. It has been a long time since I climbed the hill, so I cannot say if they are still visible.

Q:
A:

Have you ever tried to measure the height of the cliff?
No. But I do know that the height has not changed visibly since I was a child. Only the width has visibly increased.

Q:
A:

Has this place ever been a water reservoir, like a dam?
Yes. From my childhood days, there has never been a shortage of water in this place. It is only this year that we have had
a drastic reduction in the level of water. Normally, it would have been very difficult to stand on the riverbed as we are
doing now because of the high water level.

Q:
A:

What is the cause of the low water level this year?
In my estimation, it is due to an increase in the height of the riverbed as a result of the depositional debris over the years.

Q:
A:

Do you remember how many times you had visitors to this site?
Three times. Yours is the third group. The first group was a UNICEF/WorldBank/ILO group, which came to survey
the area in 1989 in order to test new methods of dam construction, feeder road construction and farming. The
second group also came to construct a dam for the Better Life program of the Women of Gar (during the regime
of General Babangida).

Q:
A:

I see a building on the hill over there, is it a Missionary building?
Yes. Missionaries settled here and established schools, in the early part of the twentieth century. This is why Gar is
reputed for its educational prowess. This was in 1911. The first group of visitors I spoke about earlier were highly
impressed by the site, and wondered why it had not been developed for the purposes of tourism. The engineers told us
that this rock type is greatly valued in the building industry.

Q:
A:

Where is the source of this stream?
Let me tell you something surprising. As you move downstream, up to one kilometre in the dry season, you do not see
any water. However, at the head of the stream, where you saw people swimming in the pool, there is always water. It has
always been like this, since we settled in the area. This water is available year round.

Reference code : BAST/ALK/GARW/001
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Annex 2: Yankari

National Park

Translated interview
Date:
December 21st, 2003
Ressource person : Chief of Duguri

Q:
A:

In the history of Duguri, there are stone structures in some of the earlier settlements and we would be
interested in seeing these structures.
In fact, when you talk of the settlements and the movements of the people, it is the chief himself who has
been moving around the location of his palace. In fact, this is about the fifth settlement.
So, you need to know that none of these settlements were within the reserve area. The reserve area was used
specifically for hunting
expeditions of the chief and his people. You dared not go in there without his express permission. The
location of the warm springs was once a temporary settlement used for specific periods purposes.
Historically, these kinds of structures were specially constructed by the people and they had to be very close
to where the stone pebbles are found. They had to be also somewhere secure, from certain angles at
least so that they could be able to defend the settlement. You can't expect your vehicle to reach
there now in the night. This was never developed by any body to do anything.

Q:
A:

Does the Ampara iron smelting site in the Park have any relationship to the history of Duguri or to the
people of Duguri in any way?
Well, I have not gone into that, quite honestly. But to all intents and purposes, it has. Because Duguri got its
name from the name of its founder, a renowned hunter, somebody who was very famous, very daring;
therefore he had a lot of followership. So wherever he went, he used a lot of this iron for weapons and other
things. So he would settle here for some time, leave some people there, he would move to the next place because the place was forested. So, he kept on moving from one place to the other in the area. Each time he
settled in a particular place, he gave it a name; so the area came to be known as his own area. That is how it
came about. His name was Turi. So it became the land of Turi, from where it was corrupted into Duguri. But,
the present Duguri, as it is known, is not what our people say. Our people call it 'Duuri'. The 'G' is very much
silent. However, the modern way of saying it is 'Duguri'.
The present site of the palace of the chief of Duguri is the fifth since the inception of the settlement. The first
palace was located in a rocky area.
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Annex 3: Ampara
Interview
Resource Person:
Age :
Designation:

Iron Smelting Site

Aminu Emmanuel Asashi
37 years
Park Ranger, Yankari National Park

Q:
A:

When was this site discovered ?
I cannot say exactly when it was discovered, but it was discovered by the rangers in the area. It was
discovered in the nineteen eighties.

Q:
A:

Was there any settlement here before?
Of course; this shows that people lived here before.

Q:
A:

What importance or significance is attached to this site?
The importance of this site is that a lot of tourists from different parts of the world come here to see this site;
to understand how the people here used to make these things. In fact we get a lot of revenue from tourists
who come to see this place.

Q:
A:

Is the site presently active?
It is not active now because the people who used to use these things have moved away from the Park. In fact,
there was a time we heard that there are some people who can still use this method of iron smelting. So we
invited this person to demonstrate this method for us at the replica we have made at the camp. So it is no
longer active.

Q:
A:

Is there any way we can still preserve this?
This is the only way we can still preserve it, by clearing this area and making sure nothing tampers with it.
That is why we do not allow anybody or any intruder to come into the Park to destroy any Park resources.

Q:
A:

Is there any attempt to make it an active site; to make it more attractive to tourists?
What we do is just to preserve and conserve what we have in the Park.

Q:
A:

How do you carry out your preservation? Just by leaving it as it is?
We leave it like this and clear the bushes around so that they are not affected by bush fires. In fact during the
rainy season they are subject to collapse if they are affected by the fire.

Reference code:

BAST/ALK/DGR/01
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Annex 4: Marshall
Interview
Resource Person:
Age :
Designation:

Caves

Aminu Emmanuel Asashi
37 years
Park Ranger, Yankari National Park

Q:
A:

What is the name of these caves?
They are called Marshall Caves

Q:
A:

Who discovered the caves?
A game ranger, called Ahmadu Makama, was the first person to discover the caves during an anti poaching
patrol.

Q:
A:

When was it discovered?
In fact, it would be difficult to say the exact year it was discovered but most the people estimated it to be
about eighty years ago.

Q:
A:

For what purposes were these caves made?
In fact these caves were man made caves and they show that people lived here in ancient times. These people
made these caves to stay in after the tribal wars of the times. After going to war with other villages, they
would come here to hide. Water and other necessities for the sustenance of life, were available in the area. At
that time, it was possible that they did not have the necessary materials to construct other forms of habitation,
which was why they hollowed out the rock to get a place to stay.

Q:
A:

Were there any settlements in the area before these caves?
Yes, we have discovered a lot of broken pots and other things which signify that people have lived here
before.

Q:
A:

Are the caves presently active?
Yes; in view of the fact that visitors are brought to the caves.

Q:
A:

How many caves are there?
The caves are fifty-nine in number. But now all fifty nine cannot be accessed because some of them have
been covered up by erosion.

Q:

Earlier, you spoke about a settlement in the area. Have you discovered the type of settlement or the people
that settled here? Their tribe......?
I cannot say the actual tribe that lived here before but what we know is that people were here before. We
believe such people left the people left the place before the reserve was gazetted.

A:

Q:
A:

What is the economic importance of the caves to the people of the area now?
The economic importance is that some people like to see the historical areas, archaeological areas, where
people lived before. Telling us the lives of our ancient tpeople, the way they lived, how intelligent they are.
Maybe through their way of life, we were able to modernise our lives. In fact if you see the caves, there are
interconnected ones, which tells us that they even had room and parlours. This shows us that the present
room and parlour system we have now, were not started by us. In fact the economic importance of this place
is that people come from far and near to visit the caves.

Reference code :
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Annex 5: Tomb
Interview
Date:
Resource person:
Age:
Designation:

of Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa

September 8th, 2003
Habibu Adamu Jumba
44 years
Assistant Chief Cultural Officer, Bauchi State Ministry of Culture and Tourism

The place was built in 1979. It was commissioned by the military governor Garba Duba. It was established in memory of the first
Prime Minister, built by the Federal Government and it is now handled by the State Government.
Q:
A:

What is the primary significance of this place?
This site used to be the residence of the Ajiya of Bauchi and in commemoration of the service of the late Prime Minister,
the place was given out for the tomb building.

Q:
A:

In which ward is this tomb located?
Ran Street, Makwalla ward.

Q:
A:

How is the maintenance of the building carried out?
Ever since I came here in 1999, there was nothing like regular maintenance but during the president's visit, the building
was rehabilitated. The tomb is visited everyday between 8am and 6pm.

The Arewa Company and a British company under the supervision of the Federal Ministry of Works carried out the design and
construction of this building. The building was designed to depict the strength and qualities in the life of the late Sir Abubakar
Tafawa Balewa.
About the design of the building, the first gate signifies the educational background of the late Prime Minister depicted in a gentle
ramp (slope).
The tomb was designed to reflect the simplicity of the life of the late prime minister (…) the darkness here (in the hallway) signifies the hardship encountered by the late prime minister together with his colleagues for their effort to free Nigeria from the colonial masters.
The little light signifies the ray of hope in the future of the nation to free it from the colonial administration and the second
darkness signifies the struggle continuing for independence.
The full brightness signifies the attainment of self-governance of Nigerians independence with the subsequent election of Abubakar
as the first prime minister in 1957.
There are two flights of stairs leading to the tomb, the first signifies the hardships faced by all the people of Nigeria under colonial
rule and the smooth one signifies freedom and independence in 1960.
The slabs and the gaps signify the crises and civil disturbances after Abubakar was assassinated, the colour on the wall signifies the
different ethnic groups that make up Nigeria.
The late Prime Minister saved their interest in uniting them as a nation. The open roof signifies the open mindedness of the late
prime minister and shows the simplicity of his life to the people of the Federation.
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Annex 6: Bauchi

State Museum

Translated interview
Date:
September 8th, 2003
Resource person: Samaila Zakkah Bukar
Age:
43 years
Designation:
Assistant Chief Cultural Officer, Bauchi State Ministry for Culture and Tourism

Q:
A:

How old is the building?
The building was conceived in 1986 and was commissioned on the sixteenth of June 1988.
It was made to preserve the traditional artefacts from different local government areas. It is a usual venue for
educational excursions. In addition, the museum serves other educational purposes. The different sections
include educational and cultural promotion, an art production unit, a documentation section and a
conserva tion section, these being the most important sections.

Q:
A:

What about maintenance?
The last time it was maintained was two years ago.

Q:

This place used to be famous as a result of the cultural heritage it contains. Looking at its deteriorating
condition what would you say of its present situation?
Its present condition actually reduces its ability to perform its functions and thus visitors to the place are very

A:
few.
Q:
A:

What can you say of the government's responsibility to this important edifice?
It is beyond comment, I do not have anything to say but every body has his priorities and we hope to be
given the needed regard by the present government.

Reference code : BAST/BAU/GRUW/001
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Annex 7: Baba

Gonto

Translated interview
Date:
August 19th, 2003
Resource person: James Auta Ajemasu
Age:
52 years
Designation:
Village Head of Mwari

(About Baba Gonto)
"During the inception of the Christian missionaries in Mwari, at the time the people of Mwari were in darkness, he
became the
first person to accept Christianity as a religion. He joined hands with the missionaries in the propagation of the religion".
"When he married, he proceeded ahead to seek the freedom of Sayawa people. The struggles continued up to the
period when he (Baba Gonto) and the Prime Minister, Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, contested for the parliamentary
seat in the Federal House of Assembly. The prime minister defeated him with only one vote, then the Sayawa people
protested on the issues of the result, but the electoral officer (a colonial administrator) told them that he had already
signed the paper…"
"…The struggles of Baba Gonto to free his people continued until he died… The government of Bauchi state took the
corpse of the late Gonto to the Jos University Teaching Hospital in preparation for his burial in a befitting way as to
honour him"
"… During his lifetime, Baba Gonto was imprisoned more than six times as a result of his struggles for his people's
freedom".
Q:
A:

Why is it that in our society, if a person dies, the corpse is taken to the grave yard for burial after a short
while but that was not the case for Baba Gonto?
In order to honour him, his children decided that their father be buried in their personal house. He died at the
age of a hundred and eighteen years.

Q:
A:

Is there any body in the village who can give a brief biography of Baba Gonto?
Madaki Mwari is the only one in the village that can give the story of the late Baba Gwanto.

Q:
A:

Is there any cultural activity organised by the community, in honour of him?
No. The only cultural activities were carried out during the burial ceremony.

Q:
A:

When did Baba Gonto die?
He died in 2001. There are no written documents on his life.

Q:
A:

Is there any particular date to remember him?
There is none for now but a decision will soon be made on that issue, by the community.

Reference code : BAST/BGR/MWRW/001
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Annex 8: Dutsen

Lusa

Translated interview
Date:
August 18th, 2003
Resource person: Alhaji Adamu Shiriyi
Age:
65 years
Designation:
Village head
Q:
A:

We are seeking information on this hill…
Before our forefathers settled here, the present area of the hill was a river and a thick forest. They decided to settle
down in this area and take advantage of the rivers’ proximity for their needs. One night they heard a terrible sound and
in the morning they saw the hill (...) Presently there is a water pond on the hill, as well as a python. The water is
available all year round and during three days in the month of April each year. The eastern part of the hill appears bluish.
After this, and in May, a flame of fire appears for a whole day on top of the hill. This is visible from my house (at the
base of the hill). Any living thing that touches this side of the hill during this period dies. (…) There is a python that
comes down during the two seasons of the year and passes through the palace. No-one sees the python when it goes by
but it leaves marks on the soil. Water is always left for it in the stone trough in the courtyard. This trough is filled with
water every day.

Q:
A:

Does this hill hold any significance to the Lusa Community?
Yes. during the wars of old, there were masquerades which used to kidnap children. Our parents would hide us on the
hill. My "soro" was built by my forefathers. There are three "soros", one outside and two inside. The two on the inside
have collapsed and the extension has been left for posterity (…) This is the path we follow to climb the top of the "soro".

Q:
A:

Is there any other significance attached to the hill?
Yes, it is used for circumcision. Young boys who have attained the age of circumcision are taken uphill. The circumcision
rights are called "kumusu". It takes two months for "kumusu" to take place. During this period the young men are taught
certain principles of living.

Q:
A:

Is there any festival with respect to the hill?
After the harvest, three measures of guinea corn are collected. The whole village gathers for a feast. This feasting and
dancing would go on at the compound for the whole night. This was before the advent of Islam and Christianity.

Q:
A:

How old is Lusa?
I do not know its exact age. It dates from my great grand father. I am of the fourth generation. We do not have a written
history, so we rely on offhand information. This hill is called "Pus" or "Wur" in our language, which is more acceptable
than Dutsen Lusa.

Q:
A:

Tell us about the royal family lineage…
Before me there have been thirteen rulers; amongst them, some have ruled for fifty years. I have thirty-three children.
These houses around here belong to my sons.

Q:
A:

Your highness, you spoke of a stone bowl when we were in the house…
Yes, we fill it with water for the python to drink

Q:
A:

Why do you fill it with water?
It is filled with water for the python which passes through the palace to drink. When it drinks the water, our domestic
animals also drink from the bowl.

Q:
A:

Is there any effect in the domestic animals when they drink the water?
Yes, their reproduction rate increases. It is also good for the household head to drink the water in the morning.

Q:
A:

Who is allowed to drink from this bowl?
All blood relations of the royal family come regularly to the house to partake in drinking the water. This gathering
excludes the women of the ruling class.

Interview with Mr Burga, at the top of the hill
Q:
A:

Which religion was practiced here before the advent of Christianity and Islam?
Traditional religion (animism). During this period, a lot of practices were forbidden to women. This was why
circumcision was done uphill, this way there would be no women present.

Q:
A:

What other important events are attached to this hill?
Firstly, this hill was a place of refuge. Secondly, it was used for traditional animist practices. "Kumusu" was practised
within members of an age group. These boys would be carried uphill for the act of circumcision. The age group was bet
ween ten and eleven years old.
Reference code: BAST/BGR/W/001
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Annex 9: Babban

Gwani, Gidan Madaki

Translated interview
Date:
August 27th, 2003
Resource person: Isa Ibrahim Madaki
Age:
54 years
Designation:
Bununu Madaki (Secretary to the District Head)
Q:
A:

Sir, we are in front of this building, what is it called?
This building is the Babban Gwani of Gidan Madaki, Bauchi, district head of Kafin Madaki. It was named after the
famous builder, Babban Gwani - Muhammadu Durugu.

Q:
A:

Could you please tell us how old this building is?
It was built in 1860, 143 years ago.

Q:
A:

What is the importance of this building in relation to the history of Kafin Madaki?
In brief, it was built as the palace of Madakin Bauchi. before this palace was built, the Madaki was appointed in Bauchi
and would stay there for the rest of his life. After his death, a new Madaki would be appointed to take over. However,
during the reign of Madaki, Abdulkadir, Kafin Madaki was established with the sole aim of preventing Ningi people
from attacking Bauchi. Madaki Abdulkadir and his people were brave men, because they settled on an open flat terrain,
contrary to the prevalent practice of those days of hiding in rocky areas. They dug a trench and planted trees all around
the town. This resulted in passers-by calling the place Kafin Madaki. This compound was built to serve as a palace for
the Madaki.

Q:
A:

Sir, how often is this compound maintained, once a year or in two years?
In the past, when the National Commission for Museums and Monuments (NCMM) was very active, the building used to
be maintained annually. However, during the reign of Madaki Abubakar, he carried out maintenance work whenever he
had the means, and whenever the NCMM was disposed to do so.
During the reign of Madaki Ibrahim Khalil, the building deteriorated to the extent that he was forced to make a choice to
either carry out repairs or vacate the palace. At this time, the Ganjuwa Local Governement Council intervened and hel
ped to carry out repairs.
As you can see, this compound is composed of many buildings, many of which are still in use. Most of the maintenance
is carried out by the Ganjuwa Local Government and the rest of it by the National Commission for Museums and
Monuments. To the best of my knowledge, the State Government has never contributed to the maintenance of the com
pound.

Q:

Sir, I have observed that there are three different soros (reception rooms) in this compound; can you tell us their names
and functions?
The first one is called the "soron Yan Kwanan Madaki". It is the main entrance to the compound, and some of the palace
attendants also sit there permanently. The Yan Uwana is always to be found there, whether or not the Madaki is available.
The second one is called "soron Fadanci"; this is where the Madaki sits on arrival from any journey. There used to be a
throne where he would sit, and the people would pay homage there before he would retire to rest in his quarters.
The third one is the main “soro” and is called "Babban Gwani". On careful observation, you can notice that the buildings
were attached to the Babban Gwani and the whole block consists of seven rooms arranged in a logical manner as to make
a beautiful whole. There is a safe in the soron Fadanci that was put in place by the NCMM for voluntary donations by
visitors. The key to the safe is with the NCMM, but in the past twenty years it has not been used. The second safe was
used as a treasury for taxes collected by the Madaki on behalf of the Emir of Bauchi. The different taxes were: "jangali"
(cow tax), "haraji" (human tax). In fact, there were two treasury safes for tax collection.
The construction of this building was done completely with raw earth as the primary building material. There is no
cement or concrete in the building. The other main component is “azara” (deleb -Borassus aethiopium- palm tree wood).
There are two fire places at opposite ends of the Babban Gwani: they were used to heat up the entire palace structure
during cold periods. As far back as 1860, there was a great awareness of the need for good ventilation. The windows in
here are the original ones, dating back from the period of construction, and there have been no additional windows since
then.The roof has never been changed. We only carry out maintenance work after each rainy season. This has been our
practice since 1860. The rear end of the Babban Gwani was renovated under a partnership between the NCMM and the
Ganjuwa Local Government. This portion of the building had once collapsed, and we invited our traditional builders and
the NCMM representative to carry out the necessary repairs. It is yet to be fully completed, this is because we were
pressed by the impending rainy season, and we intend to complete it as soon as the rains are over.

A:

Q:
A:

Is this another room over here?
It is a food store, which is presently under renovation.

Q:
A:

How long did it take the builder to build this palace?
We have been asked this question in the past, but we have been unable to find out how long it took to build this palace.
Interestingly, we found out that the builder worked alone, with at least one hundred labourers serving him. Each of these
threw bricks (tubali) at him, at the same time, and legend has it that he never missed any one. In fact, he urged them to
be faster in throwing them at him.
Reference code : BAST/GJW/KFMW/001
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Annex 10: Rijiyan

Jamu

Translated interview
Date:
September 4th, 2003
Resource person: Mohammed Ladan Giade
Age:
62 years old

Q:
A:

What is the name of the well?
Its name is Jamu, the name of a Fulani man who once settled here.

Q:
A:

How old is the well?
I would hardly know this but the well is very old, in fact more than a hundred years old. The well or stream
was discovered by a female horse which used to come and drink here.

Q:
A:

Where is the well located?
It is located in Chiromari ward in Giade.

Q:
A:

When did the people stop using this well?
The well is now used as a water source by traditional builders (for earth construction). It no longer serves
for drinking purposes because of the bad taste of the water. Alternative sources are now available, so this
well has ceased to be a source of drinking water.

Q:
A:

Are there any miraculous stories related to this well?
Actually, it has been said that there was a sailor who long ago came to the Emir, complained about his canoe
(komi), and was accorded the right to get back his property. This he did, and it is believed that the well is
connected to Kari river.

Q:
A:

Is there any relationship between the well and the Emir's palace?
It has been said that the two are connected.

Q:
A:

How old is this town?
I do not know.

Interview with annother resource person: Abubakar Alhaji, 65 years old.
Q:
A:

How old is this town?
It is very difficult to tell the exact age of this town, but nevertheless, it is more than 300 years old.

Q:
A:

Does that mean that the well is older than the town?
Yes, in fact the town developed around this well and it has been an important sources of water and has been
instrumental in the development of Giade town.

Reference code : BAST/GDE/CHRW/001
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Annex 11: Tomb

of Mallam Lawan

Translated interview
Date:
September 1st, 2003
Resource person: Alhaji Yakubu Mohammed
Age:
65 years
Designation:
Sarkin Yayu (Chief of Yayu)

Q:
A:

What is the name of this place?
We are at the tomb of Mallam Lawan, father of Mallam Zaki.

Q:
A:

Could you please tell us how old he was at his death?
This would be difficult for me to say.

Q:
Could you please give us a detailed history of the deceased?
A:
Mallam Lawan was a revered scholar that came from the Nafada area of Gombe. When he arrived here he
was warmly received by the Emir of the town.
Q:
A:

Who was the emir at that period?
His name was Burudu and he and Mallam Lawan formed a student-teacher relationship. At that period, the
Emir had a daughter whose name was Fatu, and who had an injury on her leg. He took her to Mallam Lawan
for prayerful intercession and eventually God answered Mallam Lawan's prayers and she got cured. When
this happened, the Emir asked him what he would like to have as a reward. His response was to request
Fatu's hand in marriage. This he was granted and he married her. By God's grace, she conceived and
delivered a son, Mallam Zaki (Ibrahim). This is the tomb of his father. Mallam Zaki's pursuit of Islamic
knowledge started at his father's feet and of course there was a palace on the site.

Q:
A:

Who built a fence around the tomb?
The Emir of Katagum, Emir Umar, fenced it, and recently the ward representative in the Bauchi State House
of Assembly improved on it by increasing its height.

Q:
A:

For how long had the tomb been in existence before it was fenced by Emir Umar?
More than fifty years old.

Q:
A:

Is there any festival that takes place at the tomb site?
There is actually nothing like that, but the Emir of Katagum, and other dignitaries sometimes pay visits here.

Q:

Your highness, it was Mallam Lawan that gave birth to Mallam Zaki, but from your narration, it seems that
Mallam Lawan had established another town, Katagum. Does this mean that Yayu is older than Katagum?
Yes.

A:

Reference code : BAST/KTG/YYW/001
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Annex 12: Kirfi

old settlement

Translated interview
Date:
August 22nd, 2003
Resource person: Mallam Ibrahim
Age:
85 - 86 years old
Designation:
Barde of Kirfi (nobleman of Kirfi)
Q:
A:

Could you tell us the name of this old building?
In fact, whoever claims to know the age of the building is lying because the building was just found here.

Q:
A:

Is it up to a hundred years?
It was in existence at least one hundred years before Bauchi town; it could even be more than a hundred years older than
Bauchi.

Q:
A:

Baba Barde, why was the settlement abandoned?
It was as a result of lack of water. The water used for construction was fetched from a distant river. At that time, Ningi
inhabitants used to carry out attacks on Kirfi. These attacks were carried out for the purpose of slavery.

Q:
A:

Did you settle here for reasons of defence?
No one can give an actual reason for this settlement, because nobody can say exactly how long has the settlement been
there.

Q:
A:

Do you still visit it to relive memories?
The late chief used to visit the site. He also ensured its maintenance. He paid annual visits, and so did other visitors. This
is the reason why it is in relatively good condition.

Q:
A:

Is there a "Babban Gwani" (reception building) here?
Yes, it is within the palace walls.

Q:
A:

Is Kirfi the original name of the settlement?
The other name is "Giwo". There is a village located in Kirfi, called Bara. Surrounding villages are called "Kirfawa" and
the language is Kirfanci. Kirfi is the name of the tribe and "Giwo" is the kirfanci word for “uphill”.

Q:
A:

Is there a human body buried in this "soro" pier as is the case in old Tafare? (Please see annex on old Tafare)
I do not know.

Q:
A:

Could you describe the various parts of the palace?
The compound is divided into two: the Shamakun part and the royal area. Shamaku are the chief's slaves. There is no
palace without Shamaku. Shamaku completes the palace.

Q:
A:

In this historic building is there any object which can help determine its date of inception, such as money, pots etc.?
I have never heard of that.

Q:
A:

Can you tell me if there are any commemorative festivals for the old town?
In the days of Kirfi's glory, there used to be annual gatherings. Every Kirfi man and woman, even those living far away,
was obliged to attend. They would come to pay homage to the chief.

Q:
A:

Who built this palace?
It is claimed that Turukulu built it. The earth he used is not from Kirfi.

Q:
A:

Do the drums at the chief’s palace in new kirfi have any relation to the chief’s office?
Initially, all the wards were under Kirfi Emirate which was eventually reduced to an ordinary "hakimi" (chiefdom).
The drums were twelve and were used in celebrations and receptions of dignitaries. During wars, they were used for
celebrations or to mark defeat. It is discouraging to view the demotion of Kirfi from Emirate to chiefdom and
subsequently district. This was as a result of intermarriages and we have resigned ourselves to the will of God.
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Annex 13: Rijiyan

Kafin Maigari

Translated interview
Date:
August 22nd, 2003
Resource person: Mallam Hardo Hassan
Age:
52 years

Q:
A:

Could you tell us how old this well is?
It is roughly a hundred and fifty eight years old.

Q:
A:

Could you give us a brief history of this well?
This well was dug four years after this settlement was founded. It was dug by slaves. The digging was
carried out in four years, this was due to the fact that the digging was only carried out during the dry season
as farming activities took place during the rainy season. When they reached the water level, they ran out of
the well fearing for their lives. They left their digging implements behind in the well in their hurry to
come out. Our elders tell us that the well is sourced from the river Kuna.

Q:
A:

How do you know that there is a link between this well and the River Kuna?
Whenever poison is used during the fishing festivals at river Kuna, its smell and taste can be perceived in the
water from the well.

Q:
A:

If there is a link between the river and this well, why is it that the level of water in the well is presently low
even though the level of the river is high, because of the rains?
This is because the well is too deep and wide.

Q:
A:

How deep is the well?
Its depth is 36.40 m. (this was verified on site)
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Annex 14: Ruwan

Maladumba

Translated interview
Date:
August 29th, 2003
Resource person: Humma Beti
Age:
59 years
Designation:
Forestry Officer, Misau Local Government Council

Q:
A:

Has this lake ever been measured?
I think it is about 7 miles (11.2km) long and 1 mile (1.6km) wide. It is linked to Kari Lake.

Q:
A:

I can see that we are on a farm land, and on the opposite bank we can see some crops, which means there
must be settlements there. If this is the case, how do these people come over to Misau?
There are canoes available for transportation.

Q:
A:

Does the lake ever dry up?
No, water is always flowing but less so during the dry season.

Q:
A:

Do you hold any fishing festivals here, like the Argungu fishing festival?
Yes, we have had a fishing festival three times. Currently there are no more festivals, this is due to the fact
that the lake is under the control of the state government, and it is up to them to decide if more festivals
should take place.

Q:
A:

How were the fishing festivals organised?
Fishermen were invited from various places.

Q:
A:

During the festivals, can you tell us about the size of the biggest fish ever caught?
The biggest fish caught was about the size of a man. The winner of the festival is not the one who catches
the largest amount of fish, but the one who catches the heaviest one.
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Annex 15: Dutsen

Beti

Translated interview
Date:
August 29th, 2003
Resource person: Mohammadu Darbau
Age:
80 years
Designation:
Elder of Beti Village

Q:
A:

Sir, what is your name?
My name is Mohammed Dalbau, and I am eighty years old.

Q:
A:

What is the history of this cave?
We used to come to the cave. This is the biggest cave that we have in the area, it is wide and has a narrow
entrance. If you enter the cave, you can get to the other end. There is another cave, which the elders used for
storage.

Q:
A:

What is the significance of this cave to Beti people?
They used it as a safe house during war. We also used to hide there to avoid being sent to (Western-style)
school.
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Annex 16: Ruwan

Kirshi

Translated interview
Date:
September 4th, 2003
Resource Person: Mallam Mohammed Munir
Age:
35 years old
Designation:
Paula villager and guide

Q:
A:

Can you tell me why this stream is called Ruwan Kirshi (itching)?
I have heard from our ancestors that the reason for this is because people came from afar to fetch this water,
and this water is believed to cure itching and rashes. The water is taken orally by sick persons and they also
bathe with it. Many people have come from as far as Lagos, Borno and other neighbouring places to use this
water.

Q:
A:

Mallam Munir, can you tell me more about this water?
Actually, it never dries but so many wonders happen. One could find a big snake (python) here. For instance,
there were people who once came here without a guide and they were driven away by an unknown force.

Q:
A:

Mallam Muniru, can you tell us the name of this village?
We call this place Paula.

Q:
A:

Where is the source of this stream?
Actually, I don't know where this water comes from, only God knows.

Q:
A:

Mallam Munir can you tell us who the guides to this stream are?
There are only two people, my uncle and I.

Q:
A:

Does the stream have any connection to your family?
Yes, that is what my grandfather said before he passed away. You would be very interested to know that this
water cannot be hawked, because I have been advised to sell the water in gallons and cans to people but have
refused. I would rather be employed by the local government than to go into this water business.

Q:
A:

Mallam Munir, besides us, have you guided visitors here?
Yes. On four different occasions I have guided foreigners here.

Q:
A:

Did they tell you where came from?
No, I never asked.

Q:
A:

Did they use the water the water for drinking and bathing?
Yes, they did.
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Annex 17: Shira

rock painting

Translated interview
Date:
September 4th, 2003
Resource Person: Mallam Mohammed Munir
Age:
35 years old
Designation:
Paula villager

Q:
A:

This place is also called Rumfar Maryo (Maryo's shed), why is it so called?
There was a mad woman that used the place as a shelter and she brought her belongings here, this is why.
The place is identified by her name, but she was not the one who did the paintings.

Q:
A:

So, could you tell us whether anyone has ever deciphered the painting?
Actually, we have had many visitors to this site but never once has anyone translated these paintings. They
only took pictures and left. It can also be seen that there was a European who visited the place, in 1997, and
inscribed his name on the rock.

Q:
A:

What is the significance of this site to the people of Shira?
The site has high historical significance and value. Most visitors to Shira are guided to these paintings

Q:
A:

Do people come here for ceremonies or picnicking?
None so far, but some people come here in search for firewood.

Q:
A:

Could you tell us how old the painting is or who discovered it?
Only God knows how old the paintings are and as far as their discovery goes, I only know that my
grandfather informed me of the existence of this site, and that I eventually became the guide.

Q:
A:

But don't you think that your grandfather did some writing on this painting?
He never did. As you know they didn't write then and therefore there was no writing of any sort as regards to
the paintings.

Q:
A:

What can you say about the weather conditions of this place?
This place is always comfortable, a cool and a soothing place to be in.

Q:
A:

Sir, in which ward is this site located?
This place is located in Gangan village, but the village is now extinct. What remains of it now is Gangan hill.

Q:
A:

Could you tell us where the above-mentioned woman (Maryo) is from?
I cannot tell you, but I know that she never prevented anyone from coming here.
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Annex 18: Soron

Gidan Hakimin Lere

Translated interview
Date:
August 19th, 2003
Resource Person: Alhaji Aliyu Abubakar Bawa
Age:
55 years
Designation:
District Head of Lere

Q:
A:

Your majesty, could you please give us a bit of your biography?
My name is Alhaji Abubakar Bawa, and I as born in Lere in 1958. I attended primary school in this town,
from were I proceeded to the Teachers' College, Numan, Adamawa State, where I attained my Grade Two
Teachers' certificate. I came back to start teaching in Lere. I then went to Teachers' College, Toro. I came
back to continue teaching, until I rose to the rank of headmaster. After this, I attended a course at Bauchi
after which I returned to Lere and continued to work for three years. I was in this position when my elder
brother, the then Sarkin Lere, died. I succeeded him.

Q:

Your highness, could you please tell us if there were any special historical sites of immovable cultural
heritage in your domain?
We have several historic objects. When my elder brother was chief, people from the government came to
request these objects from him. These objects include the trunk of a tree which was the first to be felled for
the setting up of this settlement (yes, I saw this trunk but unfortunately the building in which it was
preserved was gutted by fire and all these historic objects were lost).

A:

Q:
A:

Aside from such objects, are there any interesting buildings and structures or any other immovable object?
We have the old palace building which is contained within the present palace walls.
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Annex 19: Soron

Gidan Mai Ungwan Tafare

Translated interview
Date:
August 19th, 2003
Resource Person: Na Allah Habila Nuhu
Age:
70 years
Designation:
Village Head of Tafare

Q:
A:

Could you please give us a brief autobiography?
I am a farmer.

Q:
A:

Could you give us a brief history of your village?
his village is over two hundred years old and my people are farmers and livestock rearers.

Q:
A:

Sir, this structure in your palace, is it a dome or a mosque?
It is a traditional dome and has a historic significance. It is where the chief used to live, whenever he was on
tour. It was also a place to receive important dignitaries.

Q:
A:

How old is the building?
It is as old as the village, over two hundred years.

Q:
A:

What is the importance of this dome?
It was the result of a collective decision by the settlers to build a palace for their village head.

Q:
A:

How was it built?
It was constructed by the communities surrounding the village. In accordance with village traditions, a man
and woman were each buried alive into the supporting pillars of the dome.

Q:
A:

Why where they buried in the pillars?
It symbolised the power of the chiefs.

Q:
A:

Sir, we learned that the village was surrounded by a wall.
Yes it was, and some remains can still be seen.

Q:
A:

Can you say exactly when the wall was constructed?
It is as old as the village.

Q:
A:

What was the reason for building the wall?
It was built as a means of protection from invading armies.
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Annex 20: Tafawa

Balewa

Translated interview
Date:
August 19th, 2003
Resource Person: Godiya Ibrahim Tumi
Age:
36 years
Designation:
Cultural Coordinator, Tafawa Balewa Local Government Council

Q:
A:

What is the history of this stone and Tafawa Balewa town?
The town Tafawa Balewa derives its name from this rock. The name "Tafawa Balewa" means "black stone"
in Fulani. As you can see, the stone is black, thus the name Tafawa Balewa. When you descend from the
rock, you find a well from which livestock drink. They also graze around it. This entire area served as a
pasture for Fulani herdsmen. The Fulani reared livestock while the Sayawa practiced agriculture. While the
Sayawa farmed, the Fulani brought their livestock to graze on the cornstalks.

Q:
A:

Does this rock have any relationship with the former prime Minster?
Certainly. This place you see was a livestock grazing area for him, and he once fell off the tree you see
before you. He broke his leg. This entire area ought to be preserved by the government but as you are around
and have seen it yourselves, I would like to call on you and on well placed citizens of Tafawa Balewa to help
preserve it. This is because Sir Tafawa Balewa served this country well, and not only Tafawa Balewa Local
Government Area.
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Annex 21: Gidan

Hakimi, Tafawa balewa

Translated interview
Date:
August 19th, 2003
Resource Person: Name unknown
Age:
102 years
Designation:
elder of the village

Q:
A:

Baba, is there anything you could tell us about the youth of the late Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa?
My age is 102 years, and I have no age mates in this town. I sit down alone because there is no body who
can relate to my stories. I have one hundred and sixty grand children and twenty children with two wives.

Q:
A:

Can you tell us how old this town is?
It is very old and I cannot tell you exactly how old it is. There have been five Ajiya's (Traditional Rulers)
representing the Emir of Bauchi in Tafawa Balewa.

Q:
A:

How many years do you think Ajiya Attahiru spent on the throne?
It is very difficult for me to give you these details. There was no documentation in our time. After Attahiru,
there was Ajiya Umaru who spent seven years on the throne, and Ajiya Zubairu, who spent five years in his
first tenure.

Q:
A:

Was he expelled or was there any problem?
He was expelled and went on exile. On his return, he spent three more years on the throne.

Q:
A:

Who reigned after him?
Ajiya Ila spent five years on the throne. Ajiya Adamu is the present Ajiya.

Q:
A:

What became of Ajiya Aliyu?
He came as village head (Hakimi) and distorted the town's traditions.

Q:
A:

How?
This happened because he was not an indigene of the town; he was only appointed to lead the town.

Q:
A:

How many years did he spend?
Less than two years.
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Annex 22: Geji

Rock Painting

Translated interview
Date:
August 21st, 2003
Resource person: Sarkin Geji Salau
Age:
55 years
Designation:
Village head, Geji

Q:
A:

Sir, what is the story behind these rock paintings?
With regards to this painting, the Gezawa tribe, to which I belong, descended from Dutsen Zabi (Zabi rock).
When we settled in this area, there were no other inhabitants in it. Our old settlement still remains on Zabi
rock. We saw this painting on the rock right from the time of our fist descent. We found it as it is, we did not
paint it ourselves. Initially, the painting was not accessible to the 'white men'. Then if a painting was
scratched, there would be no visible difference the next day. Today, a scratch on it is highly visible (…)
There is another story which says there are handprints on the rock, still visible today. The hands are said to
be of someone in prayer.

Q:
A:

Is it possible to get to the top of the hill and see these prints?
Yes, but it is a bit difficult at this time of the year.

Q:
A:

Are there any remains of your old settlement?
There remains a single baobab tree. It is so big that its trunk can comfortably seat ten people within it. There
are also remains of some buildings and some big pots. These are the things that remain of our old settlement
but a majority of the buildings have collapsed.

Q:
A:

With respect to Geji rock painting, is there any security or maintenance that your people guarantee?
No, the Federal government maintains the site. They employed a watchman who takes care of it. From time
to time, the people in charge come in from the National Museum, Jos.
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Annex 23: Panshanu

Stone Heap

Translated interview
Date:
August 21st, 2003
Resource person: Alhaji A. Yakubu Mahmud
Age:
50 years
Designation:
Head of Department, Education and Social Development Department, Toro Local Government Council

Q:
A:

Sir, how did this stone heap come into being? Who are the people that gathered these stones?
From (oral) history available to us, during the period of Jihad (Holy wars), when the first Emir of Bauchi,
Mallam Yakubu, received a flag from Shehu Dan Fodio, during the wars of Kanembu (between Bauchi and
Bornu). It was during this period that Yakubun Bauchi sought the assistance and support of the indigenous
pagan tribe of the Panshanu hill, against the Kanem Empire's armies. From here, there are two versions of
the story. The first version says that his surviving supporters each dropped a stone at their return from the
war, while the other version says that his supporters each dropped a stone on their descent from the hill on
their way to war. Whatever the version, this heap is said to represent the number of people who supported his
war campaign. The original heap was bigger and larger than this. As you can see, some of the stones have
been used to build the surrounding wall. In addition, during the construction of a new road at Panshanu in
1947, the stones were used in pavement construction. The main significance of this heap is its relevance to
the Jihad era, which shows mutual understanding between Malam Yakubu and the pagan tribes.

Q:

How authentic is the common version of the story, which says that Mallam Yakubu tried to wage war on the
pagan tribes of the Panshanu hills? In this version, the entire tribe descended with a stone, each stone repre
senting a member of the community…
Yes, this is also a version of the story of the Panshanu heap, and it is the version I first knew. However, the
first story I gave was recounted by Bala Doctor, a son of the Sarkin Bariki, who was in charge of the
maintenance of this heap.

A:

Q:
A:

Q:
A:

Sir, is there any truth in the legend which says that anyone who removes a stone from this heap will have no
peace until he returns it?
I have also heard this story but personally, I do not believe it is true because if that were the truth the stones
would not have been used for road and wall construction.
Sir, could you tell us how old this heap is?
It should be as old as the story of the Kanem Bornu-Bauchi wars.
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Annex 24: Teachers’ College,

Toro

Translated interview
Date:
August 21st, 2003
Resource person: Shehu Yakubu Mahmood
Age:
53 years

Q:
A:

Could you please give us some background information on this building?
This building was an administrative building for this school. The first set of students was composed of F. K.
Adam and Alhaji Yunusa Kaltungo, among others. More recent products of this school are Alhaji Abdulmalik
Mahmud and Brigadier Gen. Ibrahim Sabo, amongst other dignitaries. It was established in 1928 but the
name was changed to "Teacher's Training School".

Q:
A:

Was the school established before Katsina College?
No, it is the second tertiary institution in the north, after Kasina College. As you can see the building is in its
original form, it was built with local materials.

Q:
A:

Has the building been renovated since its construction?
No, it has always been like this. The only maintenance work was the painting (of the walls).

Q:
A:

Who designed and built this building?
I do not know. Only the principal, an ex-student, can give these details.

GOVERNMENT SECONDARY SCHOOL TORO, FORMERLY TEACHER TRAINING COLLEGE, TORO (History as
obtained from School Authorities)

The school was formerly called Teachers Training College, Toro. It was established in 1928 by the colonial administration to train teachers to teach in the elementary schools, using the local vernacular language as the medium of
instruction. At the initial stage, the school was addressed by locals as a "pagan school", where "pagan" students from
different parts of the former northern Nigeria were admitted. The students mostly came from the middle belt, Plateau
and Adamawa regions. The school changed from 'pagan' school to its present state between 1940 and 1942 when it
was upgraded to the stature of a grade three Elementary Teachers Training College (ETTC). This period in the history
of the college also saw the integration of English language lessons into the school curriculum. The first principal of
the college was Mr E L Mort.
The first set of twenty students were married men who were allowed to attend school with their wives and children.
They were given every encouragement, and each was accommodated in one of the twenty dwelling huts.
The first building was constructed to serve as a classroom block right from the establishment of the school and is still
being used for the same purpose today. The idea of an administrative block developed much later.
At its inception, the school was the responsibility of the colonial government. The architect, S. A. Hammond, a
European was said to have toured all the surrounding district preparatory to the establishment of the institution.
The structure was built using earth as it was the most widely available and best utilised material of construction locally.
The school, known today as Government Secondary School, admits young men between the ages of 12 and 13 years
old. Thirty functional dwelling huts to accommodate students are now being maintained.
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Annex 25: Dutsen

Jabadin-Katanga

Translated interview
Date:
August 26th, 2003
Resource person: Mallam Isa Dargo
Designation:
Elder of Jabadin Village
Q:
A:

Malam Isa, could you please tell us the age of this cave?
I cannot, because it dates back from the time of my forefathers.

Q:
A:

Can we approximate it to two to three hundred years old?
It has been here since the Prophet's time (Mohammed).

Q:
A:

What is the history of this place?
It has a comprehensive history indeed. It was our forefathers who advised us to hold on to the cave. The cave is called
Jinji, which means "strong". Everyone enthroned as "Ganga" (traditional leader) must be brought here to offer a chicken
as sacrifice.

Q:
A:

What is the significance of this place to your people?
It has two significances. When there is a heavy wind, to the extent of felling trees, we would come here with chickens
and tobacco to make sacrifices. Secondly, whenever there is a drought, if we come here for any sacrifices, rain would fall
before we return to the village.

Q:
A:

Malam Isa, do you have any historical evidence as to whether your forefathers lived in this cave?
Nobody lived here, but they told us that there was a very large stream beneath the rocks, with goats and cows and horses
and chickens.

(Interviewer cuts in) This shows that they might probably have lived here.
A:
We were told this by our parents, who had in turn been told by their parents. Nobody said people had lived in the cave.
Q:
A:

Is there any ceremony associated with this hill, in remembrance of the historical antecedents of the cave?
No. We only come here whenever we have problems (heavy rains or droughts). However, we also come here from time
to time to clear the area around it, as we were instructed by our parents. In this cave, there are different wild animals, and
if you are not from Warji you cannot stay within till dusk. We are the only ones who can come here to hunt. We stay here
overnight and hunt porcupines and other animals. There are times when we have to make supplications to our gods
through our forefathers. If we are lucky, we catch some animals, and there could be days without a single catch. At cer
tain times, we would set traps to catch the animals, but would be surprised to see that the animals would escape with the
traps.

Q:
A:

If there is a drought now, do you think rain would fall if you were to perform your rain-making rites?
Yes. Whenever we perform these rites, rain always falls.

Q:
A:

What district is this hill located in?
Jaranga district.

Q:

If I may take us back a little, yesterday we visited on of the traditional sites here, the Council seat of Warji. Is there any
relationship between this cave and that place?
These are two different things entirely. But this cave is more important than the Council seat, because the Council seat is
merely a decision-making arena, but this cave has the two functions earlier mentioned.

A:

Q:
A:

Amongst the Warji clans, in which clan is this cave located?
It is located in Ranga clan.

Q:
A:

How many clan-heads are there?
There are four clan-heads. The head of Ranga is called Kagara, that of Tiyin is called Gabanga, that of Gurda is called
Asingei, and that of Rumba is called Bajihina. As said earlier, in the history of Kuti (another cave), there is a route used
by the different clans during wars. The people of Asingei and Gabanga would come from their directions and thise from
Tiyin would come in from their town, and the people of Kagara from theirs. They would each follow their routes to the
cave to hide from their enemies. No enemy horses could get to them in this place.
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Annex 26: Pachara

Gla Suna

Translated interview
Date:
August 26th, 2003
Resource person: Mallam Mohammadu Karigasu
Age:
80 years
Designation:
Bajihina (Leader of one of the Warji clans)

Q:
A:

What is the meaning of your name, Karigasu?
It means first-born of the family.

Q:
A:

How old are you, sir?
I am eighty-something years old. I have been in the position of Baji Hina for 35 years.

Q:
A:

What is the name of this place?
In our language it is called "Pachara Gla Suna". In Hausa, it is called "Wurin Shawari".

Q:
A:

How is this place related to the Warji Emirate?
Warji consists of four clans. In the olden days, our grandparents used to come for consultations on matters
concerning the entire tribe. Announcements would be made for clan heads to meet at Pachara Gla Suna.
There are several clan heads: there is an Emir of Ranga and myself as Barji Hina. I used to come from this
direction (indicates direction). I would be the first to be seated.
I was usually the first speaker, and no person could speak before me. I would take the final decision after due
consultations with my colleagues: the clan heads of Kagara, Ranga, Rumba, Gabanga, who was also called
Assengai (point to the seating position of each person). Once we were all here, we would move to this area
(indicates location) and sit down. We would sit in a circle. I would be the first person to raise the issues for
discussion. After this, I would give my own opinion of the issue and seek my colleagues' contributions. After
all due consultation, we would come to an arrangement which would be binding on all clans. After this, there
would be a general consultation with other clan members. Once a decision is taken, it is irreversible. The
Council's decision takes into consideration each member's opinion.

Q:
A:

Sir, we understand that this is the highest decision-making body of Warji land. Could you please tell us for
how long this has been in practice?
It is very old: since the age of wars. It is something I inherited from my father, grandfathers and fore-fathers.

Q:
A:

Sir, are there any ceremonies carried out to mark the significance of Pachara Gla Suna?
No.

Q:
A:

In spite of its historical significance, why does this place remain unidentifiable? No fence, flowers, etc.
Would it be disrespectful to have it "decorated"?
Not at all. It would be nice to have it clearly marked but we have been unable to do so.

Q:
A:

Are any decisions made here today?
No. We no longer make decisions here because of changes in our society.
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Annex 27: Eklesiyar

ECWA, Katanga

Translated interview
Date:
August 26th, 2003
Resource person: Pastor Bako Chibiya Katanga
Age:
74 years
Designation:
Retired Pastor of the church

Q:
A:

Could you give a brief history of this building? Who built it? When was it built?
The church was built by an American missionary called Mr. Collin (Malam Hassan).

Q:
A:

Why did you call him 'Malam Hassan'?
Because he was a twin.

Q:
A:

How old is the building?
It was built in 1933.

Q:
A:

Since its construction, has it been renovated or is what we see the original structure?
It was only last year (2002) that part of it collapsed as a result of heavy winds, and it was rebuilt. The
original roof was high-pitched, but we reduced it to its present pitch.

Q:
A:

Has it been rebuilt in any way?
No. Its original position was where the church-bell is presently located. It was built in 1926 but collapsed
and was relocated to its present position in 1933.

Q:
A:

Is the church building still being used?
Yes, for English language services.

Q:
A:

In which ward is this church located?
Warji ward.

Q:
A:

Can we go to see the first location of the church?
Yes.

(on approaching the location, the interviewer makes an observation)
Q:
A:

Is this a grave over here?
Yes, it is the grave of the missionary's wife (Mrs. Collin).
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Annex 28: Tomb

of late Mallam Zaki

Translated interview
Date:
September 2nd, 2003
Resource person: Mallam Ibrahim
Age:
50 years
Designation:
Representative of the Galadiman Katagum

How long did Mallam Zaki rule Katagum Emirate?
Q:
A:
As regards to this, I would rather direct you to Azare, where you can meet the Galadiman Katagum, who has
the answers to all these historical questions.
Q:
A:

Could you briefly give us the history of Mallam Zaki?
He was a student and a revered scholar who came from the North-Eastern part of the country (Sokoto to be
precise) to Yayu, and from there he arrived here through Tashena. At that time, there was Katagum-gana
("small" in the Borno language) and there used to be a city wall. On his arrival, the town and its activities
flourished. He was Danfodio's student, and history revealed that Danfodio used to say that even after his
death people could visit Mallam Zaki and request for intercession and be healed.

Q:
A:

Did Mallam Zaki have any children, and if he did how many?
You should direct that question to the Galadiman Katagum. I only brought you here to see the tomb, but for
all biographical details you should meet the Galadiman.

Q:
A:

Who takes care of this place?
It is being taken care of by the Katagum Emirate Council.

Q:
A:

How often is this place visited?
A lot of people come here, unannounced.

Q:
A:

Are any traditional or religious rites carried out at the tomb?
Actually, I have never heard of any ceremonial festival carried out on site.

ASSOCIATED SITE - TOMB OF THE TEN EMIRS OF KATAGUM
Q:
A:

Q:
A:

If one looks at the distance from Katagum (Azare), one can see that it is quite considerable. Why were the
Emirs not buried there?
The Emirs were buried here because of local traditional rites. The last Emir buried here was Mallam Umar,
the father of the present Emir.
Sir, from what we have seen, the baobab tree is traditionally planted around residential areas. Is this also true
for these baobab trees?
Yes. The original palace of Katagum used to be located on this very site. It was from here that the transfer
took place to its present location at Azare. The ward is called Unguwar Gabar, called Katagum Gana ward
(small Katagum) up to the tomb of Mallam Zaki. The Emirate council is responsible for the maintenance of
the tomb.
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