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physical interventions on rock art sites. These requests suggest that hands-on physical 
interventions are being undertaken on rock art sites, perhaps on a more extensive scale 

-

-

impacted during the process.

-
ing, moisture, solar radiation, and biological (vegetation, animals, and insects), as well as 

Despite this threatened status, at most rock art sites it is the archaeologist, site manager, 

FIGURE 2.16. 

Hands-on physical interventions 
at rock art sites, seen here remov-

Rock Art Area, Malawi, are just one 

role. Conservators are also trained 
in documenting and surveying 
sites, assessing and recording 

making recommendations that will 
slow change. Image: Terry Little.
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The reasons why conservators are not commonly employed at rock art sites are numer-

access, challenging to regularly monitor and maintain. Furthermore, rock art tends to be 
-
-

contracted. 

a brush in hand or a white-coated individual hunched over a lab bench laboring on a tiny 
-

-

documentation, management and stewardship, education and outreach, and preventive 
and remedial measures. These areas have been broken down and described within the 

a deeper look into Pillar III: Physical and Cultural Conservation Practice and begins to think 
through a response to the call to action presented in this publication. 

Whereas conservation and archaeology should be considered as conjoined and inte-

-

Conservation n.d.). 
Rock art, including both petroglyphs and pictographs, is similar in material composition 

to stone and wall paintings, however the scope and approaches to rock art conservation 

the connection between physical and cultural conservation practices which are considered, 
planned, and undertaken in dialogue with one another. As a result, Traditional Owners, 
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custodians, and local and regional communities play an active role in determining conser-
vation measures not only when positioned as stakeholders, but also as decision-makers 

is to assess and protect all values—tangible and intangible—and not neglect or diminish 
one over another. 

When hands-on work is deemed necessary and appropriate, priority is extended to preven-

contribute to our knowledge about the past, is also one that weighs into decision-making. 

it inhabits rather than an object in isolation, suitable expertise in landscape and environ-
mental conservation may also be needed.

-

both preventive measures and remedial interventions, they are well-equipped to be able 
to make treatment recommendations that will slow visible and structural changes. The 

-
sulting and working directly with Traditional Owners, custodians, and local and regional 
communities throughout the conservation process is necessary to ensure that practices 
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